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VOL.  I.  MAy,1823. _ NO.  X., 

Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Evangelical  Witness. 

POPERY  I.V  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Sir — In  a  publication  such  as  yours,  admitting  a 
variety  of  discussion,  I  hope  room  will  be  found  for 
the  following.  VVe  have  been  in  the  habit  (I  speak 
of  Christians  generally,)  of  thinking  that  Papal  exer¬ 
tions,  hopes  and  influence,  are  at  an  end.  A  remark¬ 
able  fact  has  taken  place,  not  unfrequently  observed 
by  aged  Christians,  that  Protestant  ministers  of  the 
present  age,  have  almost  entirely  ceased  to  pray  as 
did  their  forefathers  for  the  downfall  of  Anti-Christ. 
This  can  have  arisen  only  from  a  belief  that  the  pray¬ 
ers  of  their  pious  predecessors  have  been  answered. 
That  they  are  mistaken,  however,  may  be  seen  at  a 
single  view  of  the  extensive  countries  in  Europe, 
vvhicli  “  worship  the  beast,”  from  the  very  rapid  in¬ 
crease  in  numbers,  and  power  of  the  Papists  in  this 
country — from  the  audacity  of  Papal  bulls,  against 
reading  the  bible  in  this  age  of  bibles,  and  from  the 
reverence  which  almost  all  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe  have  not  long  since  in  one  way  or  another 
bestowed  oh  the  Pope. 

The  people  of  this  country,  afdent  in  the  love  of 
liberty,  and  devoted  to  its  preservation,  receiving  at 
the  same  time  with  great  cordiality,  all  who  take  re¬ 
fuge  on  its  shore  from  European  oppression,  while 
they  look  with  great  and  commendable  jealousy  up 

37 


4 


<84  Popery  tjt  the  United  States, 

on  every  indication  of  a  disposition  to  introduce  iht 
political  tyranny  of  Europe,  are  little  disposed  to  im¬ 
agine  that  the  monster  who  for  so  many  ages  abused 
and  Oppressed  the  nations  of  the  old  world,  can  have 
the  presumption  to  attempt  the  dissemination  of  his 
principles  here.  ‘  To  correct  such  an  imagination  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  may  examine  the  pages  of 
the  Evangelical  Witness,  I  shall  introduce  to  their  no¬ 
tice,  •  something  of  the  character  and  principles  of 
“the United  States  Catholic  Miscellany,”  a  paper 
published  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  professedly  to  ex¬ 
plain  and' maintain  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church.  If  I  might  offer  an  opinion  of  its  me¬ 
rits,  its  editor  is  not  deficient  in  .the  parade  of  learn- 
ing^>  in  ingenuity,  extensive  correspondence,  and  the 
most  indefatigable  industry,  in  the  impious  cause  he 
has  adopted.  His  learning  is  shewn,  in  the  almost 
endfess  reference  to  the  ancient  councils  and  fathers, 
hnd  his  ingenuity  in  the  felicity  with  which  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  apply  his  facts  and  principles  to  the  ex¬ 
isting  state  of  things  in  this  country.  I  believe  his 
paper  does  not  want  an  extensive  circulation  and  pa¬ 
tronage! 

The  first  article  in  the  prospectus  is  the  following — 
in  which  he  states  the  design  of  his  publication  to  be 
“  the  simple  explanation  and  temperate  maintainance 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church ;  in 
exhibiting  which,  its  conductors  are  led  to  hope  that 
many  sensible  persons  will  be  astonished  in  finding 
they  have  imputed  to  Catholics,  doctrines  which  the 
Catholic  Church  has  formerly  condemned,  and  ima¬ 
gined  they  were  contradicting  Catholics^  when  the^ 
held  Catholic  doctrines  themselves  ” 

Your  readers  will  perceive  that  here  is  no  slum¬ 
bering,  and  no  disguise  Of  the  design^  though  it  is 
artfully  expressed — but  a  direct,  active  and  ^en  at- 
tenapt  to  disseminate  the  doctrines  of  the  Romish 
Church,  which  Protestants  ever  since  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  have  looked  upon  with  truth,  as  a  hereticak  im- 
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liious,  tyrannical,  and  bloody  engine  ^tan.  jrAnd 
that  they  were  right,  I  shall  prove  hereafter,,. if^ou 
will  give  me  the  occasional  use  of  your  pag4%..'  How 
far  the  assertion  which  I  have  ventured  to  change  mr. 
tb  Italic  is  correct,  I  leave  .those  to  judge^woo  are 
better  acquainted  with  public  opinion  than  I  am-r- 
my  tear  is,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  that  it  is  extengr 
hely  and  lamentably  true.  He  promises  also,  Intel-, 
ligence  “  from  Rome,  Paris,  London,  IJubljn,  Cana¬ 
da,  South  America,  and  the  various  parts  of.  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,”  as  well  as  “  other  portions  of  the,  world 
and  if  all  the  articles  on  the  pages  of  his  Miscellany, , 
are  what  they  p.rofess  to  be,  he  certainly  redeems  his 
pledge.  It  abounds  with  intelligence,  displaying  at- 
once  the  activity  of  Papal  emissaries,  and  the  lament-  ' 
able  success  with  which  they  meet,  particularly 
among  the  unsuspecting  citizens  of  this  country.  .Bi-  ' 
ographlcal  sketches,  and  anecdotes,  illustrative  of  the 
piety,  Stc.  of  the  servants,  of  the  Pope  are  not  want- 
ing. 

One  of  the  most  conspicuous  articles,  and  the  most 
im[)ortaut  in  itself,  is  a  laboured  vindication,  not  from 
scripture,  to  which  the  writer  only  alludes,  but  from  • 
the  decrees  of  councils,  and  Church,  history,  of  the 
Supremacy  of  the  Pope,  on  two  features,  of  whicfh  I 
mean  to  o.ffer  a  few  remarks,  as  the  article  strikingly 
illustrates  the  real  nature  and  designs  of  the  Church 
ol  Rome.  The  article  is  not  original,  but  transcrib--' 
ed  from  a  British  Journal  of  the  same  Church. 

In  the  course  of  his  successive  papers  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  the  writer  discovers,  that  the  “Mother  of  Har=> 
lots”  has  not  yet  forgotten  the  labours  of  John  Calvin, 
minister  of  the  Reformed  Church,  at  Geneva,  nor  the 
merited  shame  to  which  he  exposed  her  by  tearing 
otf  her  highly  decorated  garments;  and  discovering 
Iter  nakedness  to  the  view  of  all  Europe.  Every 
other  Protestant  writer,  almost,  who  is  mentioned, 
Ifeated  with  some  degree  of  decorum.  Nothing 
the  most  vulgar  abuse  is  connected  with  that 
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justly,  highly,  and  extensively  honoured  naine.  ‘  The 
editor  here,  betrayed  by  his  own '  passions,  has  for¬ 
gotten  the  engagement  of  a  “  temperate  mdintainance" 
of  his  doctrines.  As  an  evidence  of  the  temper  of 
this  article,  and  of  what  Protestants  in  this  country 
are  to  expect  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  should  they 
fall  into  her  hands,  1  quote  the  following  terms  from 
his  essay.  “False  assertion — this  is  all  false” — he 
has  the impudence  to  advance” — “  Calvin,  here, 
only  betrays  his  ignorance  of  ecclesiastical  history,  or 
his  impudence” — “let  those  who  have  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  look  upon  this  reformer  as  the  greatest 
scholar  of  the  age,  blush  now  at  his  stupidity  and  ig¬ 
norance” — “  stupid  inconsistency  of  the  Genevan  re¬ 
former.”  This  is  natural,  and  so  far,  it  is  well :  these 
are  times  when  the  most  artful  are  compelled  to  hon¬ 
esty.  ■  But  the  use  of  such  language,  respecting  a 
man  who  has  received  such  unequiv'oeal  testimonies 
to  his  worth,  learning  and  piety',  betrays  what  many 
would  conceal,  that  Rome  has  not  forgotten  her  in¬ 
temperate  and  furious  zeal — that  nothing  but  una¬ 
voidable  necessity,  has  caused  the  apparent  modera¬ 
tion  which  is  now  practised — and  that,  whenever  the 
opportunity  occurs,  the  crawling  serpent  will  become 
a  roaring  lion.  Such  a  most  indecent  attack,  from 
a  person  making  such  great  pretensions  to  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  manners,  literature,  moderation  and  piety,  (a? 
does  the  editor  of  this  paper,  who  is  answerable  for 
what  appears  in  his  columns,)  upon  the  memory  ofa 
man,  whose  religious  faith,  in  its  material  points,  is 
incorporated  in,  and  sanctioned  by  the  standards  of 
so  many  churches  in  this  country — whose  labonrs ! 
and  writings  are  cherished  by  a  considerable  body  of  | 
the  most  learned  and  pious  men  in  the  United  States,  | 
shews  in  what  light  the  Church  of  Rome  still  holds 
the  Reformation,  and  at  what  objects  the  most  vehe- 1 
ment  efforts  are  and  w’ill  be  directed.  j 

2d.  The  design  of  the  article  itself,  is,  to  prove 
“  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  the  Pope.”  That  iS; 


i 


437 


Pop&y  in  the  United  States. 

89  the  writer  explains  himself,  the  Pope  is  ‘‘  their 
head” — “  their  rock.”  The  total  silence  of.  the;wri- 
ter,  respecting  the  claims  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
shew  how  little  place  the  true  Head  and  Rock  of  .the 
church  occupies  in  his  mind.  .  Decrees  of  Councils, 
volumns  of  ecclesiastical  history  are  ransacked,  and 
their  decisions  exhibited,  or  pretended  to  be  exhibit¬ 
ed,  to  support  llie  claims  of  the  Pope  of  Rome,  to 
be  the  Head  and  Rock  of  the  church — biit  the  scrip¬ 
tures  are  left  neglected  and  unnoticed.  -  It  is  plain 
the  writer  was  sensible  that  there  was  very  little .  to 
be  found  in  the  sacred  volume  about  the  Pope, 
which  would  be  of  any  advantage,  to  his  cause,  and 
too  plain  intimations  of  the  end  he  is  to  receive  from 
the  living  and  Almighty  Head  and  Rock,  to  allow 
him  to  turn  his  attention  there.  Butthe  “spiritual 
supremacy  of  the  Pope,”  is  an  artful  turn,  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  disguise  claims  .which  it  comprehends,  but 
does  not  express.  The  writer,  seizing  the  indiffer¬ 
ence  of  professed  Christians  respecting  mat¬ 

ters,  attacks  them  only  on  that  ground,  keeping,  out 
of  view  the  consequences  which  that  supremacy  has 
drawn,  and  is  intended  to  draw’,‘after  it — the  power 
to  make  magistrates  his  ministers  and  instruments  in 
the  establishment  and  accomplishment  of  his  designs. 
That  has  always  been  comprehended  in  the  suprem¬ 
acy  of  the  Pope — and  for  this  obvious  reason,  that 
he  claims  to  himself  precisely  those  rights  which  are 
the  property  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  this  he  does  as 
his  vicar  on  earth.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  pre¬ 
tending  .to  be  the  head  of  the  church  in  the  place  of 
Jesus  Christ,  that  he  can  pass  by  such  claims,  and 
the  history  of  modern  Europe  shews,  too  plainly,  that 
he  has  never  passed  by  them  when  he  could  make 
them  with  any  reasonable  expectation  of  success. — 
Let  the  worship,  yielded  to  him  by  the  kings  and 
princes  of  Europe — let  the  employment  of  the  sword 
oT  the  magistrate  in  so  many  centuries,  at  the  dictate 
of  the  Pope — ^let  the  arrogance  and  pride  with  whieJj 
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he  has  given,  and  taken  away,  crowns  and  sceptrej*. 
speak,  and  tell  what  is  meant  by.  the  supremacy  of 
the  Pope.  This,  then,  is  the  true  nature  of  the  su¬ 
premacy  which  is  to  be  established ;  and  in  whatever 
light  we  contemplate  it,  in  its  connection  with  the 
temporal  welfare,  or  the  eternal  interests  of  men,  there 
is  something  in  it  from  which  a  reflecting  and  a  hu- 
ihane  mind  turns  with  dread  and  horror. 

The  publication  of  such  a  series  of  essays  in  this 
country,  should  surely  awaken  the  attention  of  men 
of  influence.  1  am  not  minutely  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  this  coun¬ 
try;  but  for  these  facts  I  can  vouch  that  the  jealousy 
brought  by  many  of  our  forefathers  from  Europe, 
which  induced  them  to  exclude  from  the  pow'er  of 
holding  political  offices,  the  ministers  of  the  church 
of  Rome',  (a  jealousy  which  they  had  been  taught  by 
hard  earned  and  bloody  experience,)  has  given  way, 
and  that  their  numbers  and  influence  have  greatly 
increased.  Are  these  essays  designed  to  prepare 
Uie  way  for  a  more  direct  and  extensive  exhibition 
of  the  claims  of  the  Pope.^  To  some  of  your  read¬ 
ers  such  an  attempt  may  seem  too  chimerical  aiid 
absurd 'even  to  be  thought  of.  But  a  much  greater 
attempt  has  been  thought  of,  and  accomplished  tpo, 
— the  subjugation  of  all  Europe.  Besides,  what  can 
be  the' object  of  the  publication  of  these  essays  if  it 
be  not  to'  disseminate  these  sentiments  among  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.^  And  what,  I  pray,  can 
that' be  done  for  if  it  be  not  to  bring  the  “  unblessed 
influence”  of  European  impiety  and  tyranny 
in  its  worst  form  to  these  shores?  Men  rarely 
act  without  some  design,  still  less  do  artful  men,  and 
least  of  all  the  emissaries  of  the  church  of  Rome.  I 
urn  well  aware  that  the  rapid  diffusion  of  intelligence 
together  with  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  independence, 
which  dwells  in  the  land,  and  is  moving  also  upon  the 
troubled  waters  of  Europe,  are  considered  as  satis- 
Ibctory  indications  of  the  hopeless  state  of  Popery- 
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(  hope  they  may  be  so.  But  of  this  we  may  be  cer¬ 
tain  that  it  will  not  fall  without  a  violent  effort  for  its 
preservation,  and  that  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
instructed  by.  the  sure  word  of  prophecy,  the  “man 
of  sin,  and  son  of  perdition,”  will  be  brought  to  ruin  : 
must  from  its  very  nature  be  preceded  by  a  very  ma¬ 
terial  restoration  of  that  strength  which  was.pafaliz- 
ed  by  the  Reformation.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  un¬ 
worthy  of  men  of  intelligence  and  influence,  and 
certainly  it  cannot  be  unworthy  of  Christians  to. have 
their  eyes  attentively  fixed  on  the  movements  of  a 
system  so  fraught  with  impiety,  and  cruelty,  and  de¬ 
ceit — so  fraught  with  mischief,  both  temporal  and 
eternal. 

Before  I  conclude  these  remarks,  I  cannot  avoid 
adverting  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  writer  in  his  endea¬ 
vouring  to  set  off  the  Papal  dignity,  with  the  mild 
authority  of  merely  a  spiritual  ruler — which  to  those 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  true  character  of  the  Papal 
See,  may.  greatly  deceive.  It  appears  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  light,  when  seen,  in  the  pages  of  history,-  one 
Pope,  exciting  children  to  rebel  against  their  fatherj 
to  dethrone  and  hold  in  prison,  in  his  old  age,  the 
natural  author  of  their  existence,  as  did  Pope  Greg¬ 
ory  IV.  to  the' Emperor  Louis,  in  the  ninth  century 
—compelling  another  to  wait  barefooted  at  his  gate, 
as  did  Hildebrand,  or  Gregory  VII.  to  Henry  IV. — . 
treading  upon  the  neck  of  another,  as  did  Alexander 
111.  to  Frederick  I. — and  kicking  off  the  imperial 
crown,  as  did  Celeslin  to  Henry  VI. :  and  when  we 
recollect  also  that  these  are  not  solitary  instances, 
but  constitute  just  and  correct  examples  of  the  inor¬ 
dinate  and  ungovernable  pride  of  the  See  of  Rome. 
Such  degradation,  indeed,  these  monarchs  merited 
its  a  just  judgment  from  heaven,  for  meanly  and  im¬ 
piously  yielding  themselves  to  the  authority  of  the 
Pope,  but  it  does  not  the  less  discover  the  real  cha- 
ta’dter  and  designs  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  in 
'-hat  light  they  ought  to  be  remembered.  1  pass  by 
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any  notice  of  the  cruelties  and  enormities  practised 
by  that  churdi,  intending,  (if  you  encourage  me  by 
admitting  these  observations  on  your  pages,)  to  point 
some  of  them  out  at  length.  I  advert  to  these, instan¬ 
ces  to  shew  how  wholly  Incompatible  is  the  real  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Pope  of  Rome,  with  the  fictitious  and 
partial  representations  of  bis  emissaries,  and  how 
perfectly  ridiculous  it  is  to  attempt  to  represent  him  as 
a  spiritual  chief  or  Father,  whose  real  character  is 
that  he  is  *'  a  beast  coming  up  out  of  the  earth” — 
whose  only  resemblance  to  “  a  lamb”  is  that  he  has 
•‘two  horns,”  but  “he  speaks  like  a  dragon.”  . 

I  anij  your  constant  reader, 

.  C. 


REVIEW. 

•  1.  Hints  on  the  Church’s  Psalmody.  Being  an 
attempt  to- repel  the  violence  of  such  as  would  rob 
her  of  a  precious  right  pp.  70.  ]2mo.  George  Phil¬ 
lips,  printer,  Carlisle,  1821. 

2.  Strictures  on  a  Book,  entitled,  “  An  Apology 
for  the  Book  of  Psalms.  By  Gilbert  M ’Master.” 
To  which  will  be  added.  Remarks  on  a  Book  enti¬ 
tled,  The  design  and  use  of  the  Book  of  Psalms. 
By  Alexander  Gordon.  By  Henry  RufFner,  M.  A. 
8vo.  pp.  56.  Lexington,  Va.  Printed  by  Valentine 
M.  Mason. 

During  forty  years  past  the  controversy  respecting 
Psalmody  has  been  agitated  in  our  country,  with 
that  degree  of  spirit,  on  each  side,  which  indicates 
sufficiently  the  interest  felt  in  the  subject  at  issue,  by 
the  respective  parties.  That  an  Imitation  of  the 
Book  of  Psalms  and  other  hymns  of  modern  date, 
composed  by  men  of  different  shades  of  chameter, 
should  be  fitter  for  the  Psalmody  of  the  Christian 
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temple,  than  those  songs  indited  by  the  Spirit  of  in¬ 
spiration,  was  a  suggestion  novel  to  many  serious  and 
intelligent  Christians  ;  and  the-  substitution  of  the 
one  for  the  other,  was  not  likely  to  meet  with  uni¬ 
versal  consent.  When  this  substitution  was  urged 
by  superior  influence  or  authority,  the  recusants 
would  of  course  assign  their  reasons,  these  reasons 
called  forth  replies,  and  thus  the  subject  became 
matter  of  public  controversy. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  and  commencement  of  the 
present  century,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Latia  and  Anderson 
occupied  the  field.  The  last  edition  of  Dr.  Ander-. 
son’s  very  full  and  terfiperate  discussion,  appeared  in 
A.  D.  1800.  In  A.  D.  1801,  the  fourth,  and  it  is  believ¬ 
ed, the  last  edition  of  Dr.  Latta’s  discourse,  by  far  the 
ablest  work  on  that  side  of  the  question  that  has  ap¬ 
peared  was  issued  from  the  press.  The  advocate  of  un¬ 
inspired  hymns  was  then  allowed  the  last  word.  So 
far  as  public  discussion  was  concerned,  the  matter 
rested  till  A.  D.  1816.  Early  in  that  year  a  publi- 
•  cation,  by  Mr.  Baird,  a  minister  of  the  .Presbyteri-j.it’ 
church,  oame  out  in  defence  of  the  “spontaneous  ef¬ 
fusions”  of  modern  poets  and  poetasters,  and,  in  no 
very  measured  terms,  against  the  use  of  the  Book  of 
psalms,  in  the  church’s  psalmody.  An  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  decision  of  that  year,  by  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  opening  the  door 
for  the  admission  of  Watts’  psalms  into  their  congre¬ 
gations;  gave  some  currency  to  the  pamphlet  of  Mr. 
Baird,  and  called  from  the  shelves  the  abler  dis¬ 
course  of  Dr.  Latta.  Thus  the  vvar  was  once  more 
renewed.  Those  who  still  preferred  the  songs  of 
inspiration,  and  refused  to  substitute  in  their  place  the 
compositions  of  Dr.  W’^atts,  were  pointed  to  .with  a 
sneer,  as  illiberal  bigots.-  The  question  was  often  put  to 
them,  why  they  did  not  prefer  the  modern  hymn,  to 
the  antiquated  song  of  scripture  in  a  literal  version  i 
■  These  events  and  inquiries  gave  occasion  to  the 
publication  of  a  small  volume,  entitled  ‘An  Apology 


1 


M 


442 


Review. 


for  the  Book  of  Psalms.’  The  author  of  tliis,  wt 
are  warranted  to  say,  during  the  first  eight  or  nine 
years  of  his  ministry,  introduced  the  controversy  re¬ 
specting  psalmody,  neither  into  his  public  discus- 
sioDS,  nor  into  the  private  circles  where  he  associa¬ 
ted.  Nor  is  it  probable,  that  he  would  ever  have 
appeared  on  thatsubject,  had  it  not  by  various  means 
been  forced  upon  his  attention.  We  give  this  state¬ 
ment  of,  facts,  in  order  to  the  correction  of  misrep¬ 
resentations  which  have  found  their  way  abroad.  It 
is  not  true  that  Re^qrmed  Presbyterians  and  Seceden 
have  been -the  instigators  of  this  controversy.  From 
first  to  last,  it  is  believed,  the  assault  has  been  made 
from  the  other  side.  And  we  wish  it  to  be  under¬ 
stood,  that  when  such  assaults  are  made,  we  have  no 
disposition  either  to  concede  the  point,  or  to  occupy 
neutral  ground.  We  can  come  to  no  terms,  we  can 
make  no  truce,  with  those  who  speak,  and  continue 
to  speak,  as  Dr.  Watts  and  his  successors  have  done, 
respecting  this  very  precious  portion  of  the  Book  of 
God.  We  hope  indeed,  in  acting  that  part  which 
may,  be  allotted  to  us  in  this  cause,  never  to  forget 
frhat  is  due  to  candour  and  sobriety.  The  employ¬ 
ment  of  bad  passions,  we  know,  can  never  be  bene¬ 
ficial  ;  and  in  a  cause  requiring  nothing  but  sound  - 
argument,  good  ternper  and  suavity  of  manner,  why 
so  much  angry  fretlulness  should  be  put  in  requisi¬ 
tion,  as  appears  in  these  little  books,  whose  titles  are 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  article,  we  shall  not  ven¬ 
ture  even  to  conjecture.  We  have  no  ten.-ptation  to 
trouble  ourselves,  either  in  recording  the  testimoni-  ’ 
als  of  their  peevish  bitterness,  or  of  imitating  their 
example.  •  The  following  of  the  works,  will 

put.our  readers  in  possession  of  the  ground  occupied 
by  their  authors.  Itmayj^t  be  noticed,  that  botlr 
the  publications  are  directed  .against  the  ‘  Apology 
for  the  Book  of  Psalms,’  already  alluded  to.  The 
writer  at  Carlisle  assails  it  no  very  courteous  man¬ 
ner,  and  Mr.  Ruflner  furnishes  the  following  reasons 
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iV  bis  appearance  before  the  public  :  “  Last  year  a 
second, edition  of  Mi  M’Master’s  work  on  Psalmody 
was  published,  and  considerably  cil^ciilated  In  this 
country.  It  soon  made  a  good  deal  of  noise'^seem- 
ed  to  be  alienating  the  minds  of  some  of  our  sece¬ 
ding  brethren  from  us,  and  to  disincline  them  to  any 
measures  tending  to  an  ultimate  union  with  the  Gen¬ 
era)  Assembly.  It  also  disturbed  the  consciences  of 
some  with  regard  to  their  present  practice'  of  singing 
tV.nts’  Psalms  and  Hymns.”  All  this  was  effected, 
according  to  Mr.  R.  by  misrepresentation,  &c.  and 
now  he  appears  with  the  avowed  aim  of  “  lessening 
the  influence  of  a  book  so  inimical”  to  truth  and  con¬ 
cord.  The  Carlisle  author  proposes  to  cast  his  “has¬ 
ty  (passionate  ?)  production — like  oil  upon  the  waves 
to  smooth  their  roughness.”  Such  are  the  proposed 
ends  of  these  writers. 

The  Hints  front  Carlisle,  as  they  are  the  elder 
production,  have,  by  courtesy,  the  first  claims  to  at- 
i  tcntion.  After  making  a  statement  of  the  subject  in 
j  question,  not  indeed  that  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  a  Scripture  Psalmody,  biit  such  as  the  writer  tho’t 
he  could  more  easily  manage,  be  proceeds  in  his  ar- 
igunient.  “  We  shall,”  says  he,  “venture  to  express 
jafew  things  by  way  of  prejudice  against  iti” — That 
:is  against  the  use  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  in  the  psal- 
aiody  of  the  church.  Thus  he  ventures  to  say} — ^ 
'‘There  are  things  of  such  a  local  nature  in  the  Book 
of  Psalms,  as  to  shew  that  they  were  designed  chief- 
*y  if  not  exclusiveivi  for  the  Jewish  Church.”  “  There 
are  some  things  which  accord  only  with  that  spirit  of 
"■termination f  that  work  of  havoc  and  destruction, 
[which  God  required  that  church  to  cherish.*'  And 
fte  assures  us  that  “  men  may  talk  as  they  please,  but 
,*ne  fact  cannot  be  denied}  that  the  spirit  of  the  Jew- 
and  of  the  Christian  Church,  are  very  different.” 
'That  our  Lord  teaches -this  ;  that  the  spirit  of  the 
■  Surch  of  old,  and  many  of  the  psalms  do  not  accord 
riUi  a  gospel  spirit-}”  that  “  it  is  certain  the  use  of  these 
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psalms,  in  the  Christian  Church,  has  a  tendency  to 
foster 'malevolent  feelings;”  that  those  who  use  the 
songs  of  inspiration,  are  remarkable  for  angry  pas¬ 
sions,  and  the  use  of  those  songs  is,  very  probably, 
the  cause  of  such  passions  !  That  the  singing  of  the 
Bible  psalms,  cannot  be  called  praise  ;*  that  those 
psalms  were  adapted  to  a  state  of  the  Church,  when 
such  a  political  righteousness  was  required,  as  that 
in  Ezekiel,  17th  chapter,  (the  errata  has  it  chapter 
18th,j  demanding  abstinence  from  idolatry  and  adult¬ 
ery,  ver.  6th,  which  requisitions,  he  assures  us,  are 
neither  made  now,  nor  can  a  compliance  with  them, 
be  possibly  obtained  ! ! !  f  That  the  government  of  the 
Israelitish  Church,  was  a  political  government.|  That 
whatever  is  discriptive  of  the  condition  of  the  ancient 
Church,  is  inapplicable  to  our  psalmody;  so  is  all 
that  is  peculiarly  referrible  to  our  blessed  Redeemer, 
as  psalm  22. ||  He  likewise  tells  us,  that  the  New 
Testament  produced  such  a  thoroughly  radical  up¬ 
rooting  change,  that  the  spirit  of  the  church  is  whol¬ 
ly  transformed.  Page  18,  19.  These  considerations, 
together  with  the  exterminating  and  unevangelical 
character  of  so  many  psalms,  are  good  reasons  lor 
their  rejection  by  people  of  tender  consciences.  Page 
21.  That  unless  the  authority  of  God  be  adduced, 
^‘totidem  verbis,’^  in  just  so  many  words,  ordering  it, 
we  are  under  no  obligation  to  use  any  of  the  inspir¬ 
ed  psalms.  Page  25.  He  likewise  proposes  to^roM, 
that  under  all  dispensations,  Levitical  and  JipostoUc- 
al,  the  Church  used  in  her  psalmody,  with  divine  ap¬ 
probation,  uninspired  hymns.  Page  28.  He  like¬ 
wise  certifies  us,  that  so  far  as  the  matter  is  concern¬ 
ed,  there  is  “little  difference”  between  the  singing 
of  the  scripture  psalms  and  “  the  idolatrous  repeti¬ 
tions  o  ‘  lo  Bacche,  lo  Bacche,’  with  w'hich  that 
heathenish  divinity  was  praised  !”  Page  49.  That 

*  Fages  1 1,  14,  iS.  f  Page  14.  }  Page  14.|1  Pages  14, 15. 
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theie  ai'c  errors  in  the  old  version  of  the  psalms ;  that 
in  translation,  the  inspiration  of  scripture  is  lost,  ex¬ 
cept  the  translation  be  inspired,  and  that  liymns 
made  by  Socinians,  or  even. the  devil,  might  be  sung 
in  the  worship  of  God,  if  they  contain  nothing -erro¬ 
neous,  are  among  the  items  of  valuable  information 
given  US  by  this  Christian  divine.  Pages  57,  58,  62. 
To  these  items  he.  adds,  that  as  the  inspired  psahns 
were  adapted  to  “  superinduce  a  spirit  of  bondage,^^ 
they  are  unlit  to  be  channels  of  tlie  graces  that  be¬ 
long  to  adoption  ;  hence  the  churches  that  use  them 
languish,  while  those  who  use  others,  we  suppose 
such  as  Watt’s  and  Wesley’s,  are  pre-eminent  in 
grace.  See  pages  15,  69.. 

The  above  is  a  very. fair  expose  of  the  heads  of  this 
writer’s  sentiments,  as  given  in  his  “hasty  produc¬ 
tion.”  Wc;  shall  HOW  gratify  our  readers  with  a  spe¬ 
cimen  ol  his  liberahty  and  Christianity  of  temper. — 
We  pass  over  the  gentlemanly  manner  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  author  of  the  ‘Apology  for  the  psalms,’ 
•in  particular,  and  refer  to  his  general  style.  The 
friends  ot  the  scripture  psalms,  he  represents  as  “  big¬ 
oted,  censorious,  ignorant  zealots,  ostentatious  Phar¬ 
isees" — btdly-ragging  the  meek  and  lowly  Christians. 
Page  22.  Their  churches  are  unblest.  Page  23. 
They  “  are  men  of  narroiv  and  conceited  minds” — 
‘‘  fly  from  the  preaching  of  the  word — despise  the 
ministers  of  Christ — turn  their  backs  upon  divine  or¬ 
dinances,*  disturb  the  church’s  peace,  and  throw 
the  whole  weight  of  their  example  over  into  the  scale 
of  ChrisVs  enemies.^^  See  page  26.  ‘‘  Stupid  advo¬ 

cates  for  Dav  id’s  psalms.”  Page  49.  ‘‘  Ignorant  big¬ 
ots.”  Page  51.  He  likewise  represents  them  as 

*Tlie  Church  is  surely  criminal,  nhose  ministry  is  permit¬ 
ted  to  teach,  to  write,  and  to  publish,  that  the  righteousness 
'which  prolnh’iis  idolatrj/^  adultery,  injustice^  and  cruelty,  “  is  not 
now  required  ;  nor  caii  it  be  acquired  !”  To  commit  abomina- 
’  ble  deeds  is  bad,  but  to  teach  that  they  may  be  committed,  as  a 
^spel  privilege,  is  worse.  This  is,  indeed,  to  turn  the  grace  of 
^odinfo  lacitnoitsnesft.^^  ‘  Hints,’ page  14.  Spc  Errata* 
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drunken  and  lewd  characters,  page  38 ;  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  worst  passions,  enemies  to  prayer,  and 
destitute  of  love  to  souls.  Page  68.  The  Episcopal 
Church,  too,  where  the  book  of  Psalms  has  a  promi¬ 
nent  place  in  psalmody,  he  represents  as  “  barren, 
rotten,  heretical.'*  page  65. 

We  have  thus  been  liberal  in  quotation  and  refer¬ 
ence,  to  the  end  that  this  Carlisle  gentleman  may 
appear  fairly  before  our  readers.  His  spirit,  style 
and  manner,  we  know,  are  not  such  as  they  have 
been  accustomed  to ;  but  we  wish  their  improve¬ 
ment,  and  this  writer  ranks  himself  with  “  such  Chris¬ 
tian  men  and  ministers  as  keep  pace  with  the  en¬ 
lightened  spirit  of  the  age!”  Page  4.  He  likewise 
reminds  us,  that  he  is  a  meek  and  lowly  minded  Chris¬ 
tian,  who  is  actively  engaged  to  glorify  God,  and 
promote  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  fellow  men.  Page 
22.  It  will  be  recollected,  too,  that  the  above  is  that 
*  oil  which  is  cast  upon  the  waves  to  smooth  their 
roughness.’  Hotvever  some  of  our  readers  may  con¬ 
jecture,  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  apothecary’s  mis¬ 
take  in  the  kind  of  oil,  we  are  persuaded  that  our 
author  and  they  will  coincide,  in  the  assurance  of  his 
perfect  freedom  from  the  spirit  of  the  scripture 
psalms ;  and  if  that  by  which  he  is  actuated,  be  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  “  spontaneous  feelings”  generated  by 
the  spirit  of  modern  hymns,  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  appreciating  its  character. 

The  Carlisle  man  has  occupied  so  much  of  our  at¬ 
tention,  that  we  fear  some  encroachments  have  been 
made  upon  the  space  allotted  to  our  Virginia  brother. 
He  will,  how’ever,  we  hope,  find  a  compensation  in 
having  fallen  into  such  company,  and  esteem  himself 
happy  in  finding  such  a  coadjutor  in  his  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  triend.  Whilst  thus  associated,  therefore,  in  the 
good  work  of  setting  aside  the  Book  of  inspired 
psalms,  from  having  any  place  in  the  psalmody  of  the 
church,  above  Horace,  iVatts,  fVesle.y,  or  any  of  the 
measuring  or  rhyming  brotherhood,  and  w'e,  contem- 
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plating  the  accordance  of  their  spirit,  hail  them  wiUi 
the  acclaim  of  ‘  Par  nobile  frairum  /’  they  will  doubt¬ 
less  respond  in  a  shout  of  joy,  ‘  Fortunati  ambo  V 
We  shall,  nevertheless,  duly  notice  our  Lexington 
friend.  As  the  work  of  this  gentleman  purports  to 
be  a  direct  reply  to  Mr.  M‘Master’s  ‘  Apology,’  that 
work  is  accused  of  an  error  in  chronology,  of  sup¬ 
pressing  a  fact  in  the  history  of  psalmody,  of  misre¬ 
presenting  Drs.  Watts  and  Latta,  of  not  proving  the 
divine  authority  for  the  stated  use  of  the  Book  of 
Psalms,  in  the  psalmody  of  the  church  ;  for  this  is  in¬ 
capable  of  proof,  either  as  respects  the  Old  or  New 
Testament  dispensations,  there  being  in  reality,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  R.  no  such  appointment !  He  main¬ 
tains  that  appointment,  in  so  many  words,  is 

requisite  to  settle  the  stated  use  of  any  of  the  psalms ; 
for  an  inference  from  a  command,  however  fair,  is 
no  part  of  the  command,  pages  31,  43;  and,  that 
such  as  confine  themselves  or  others,  to  the  use  of 
inspired  songs,  are  chargeable  with  adding  to  the  word 
of  God  !  Page  43.  Again,  it  would  be  as  easy  to 
sing  the  odes  of  Horace,  as  the  psalms  of  David,  to 
spiritual  edification,  page  37 ;  and  that  Dr.  Watts 
never  denied  the  deity  of  Christ,  that  he  only  denied 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity !  Pages  20,  2 1 .  There 
is,  of  course,  a  great  deal  of  that  common  place  ma¬ 
terial  w  hich  has  supplied  the  whole  tribe  of  fanatics, 
from  ancient  times  to  this  day,  and  which  has  been 
refuted  and  exposed  by  such  men  as  Brown  and 
Baxter,  before  our  grand  sires  were  born.  Of  this 
material  are  such  fragments  as  these.  The  psalms 
were  given  on  particular  occasions,  and,  therefore, 
are  unfit  for  general  use.  They  are  Jewish — they 
cannot  be  assumed  as  our  own.  We  may  as  well 
make  our  own  psalms  as  our  own  prayers ;  and  all 
thatsJong  which,  has  filled  thejrages  of  former  and 
present  impertinence  on  this  subject.  Our  readers 
"^1  not  expect  us  to  go  into  a  laboured  argument 
*<tainst  the  foregoing  follies  and  impieties.  To  state 
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most  of  them,  is,  to  refute  them,  among  sober  and 
moderately  informed  Christians.  To  cast  by  our  re 
ferences,  and  so  conclude  our  labours  of  review,  we 
are  very  strongly  inclined.  We  would  recommend, 
however,  should  we  do  so,  the  perusal  of  all  the  doc 
uments  refered  to,  by  such  as  can  procure  them.— 
We  are  persuaded  the  argument  of  the  “  Apology  foi 
the  Psalms,”  remains  unaffected  by  these  assailants 
We  recommend,  too,  very  cordially.  Dr.  Anderson’ 
volume  on  the  same  subject.  There  the  controver 
sy  is  viewed  extensively  in  its  various  branches. 

But  notwithstanding  the  inclination  just  now  ex 
pressed,  for  the  sake  of  those  who  may  not  have  at  hand 
all  the  documents  we  recommend,  a  few  thoughts 
shall  be  offered  on  the  several  subjects  treated  of  b\ 

.  our  authors. 

"And  Jirst,  a  mighty  discovery  is  made’ by  Mr. 
Ruffner.  At  the  out-set  he  says,  the  author  of  the 
‘Apology’  “  refers  the  case  of  Fmdus  of  SomosaUi. 
to  the  4th  cent. ;  but  that  heretic  lived  about  40 
years  before.”  This,  were  it  so,  is  of  little  couse 
quence,  except  to  show  the  temper  of  the  man.  It 
is,  however,  not  so  as  stated  by  Mr.  R.  The  fact  is 
this ;  Eusebius  was  of  the  4th  cent.  Dr.  Latta 
had  appealed  to  that  historian,  who  relates  the  affair 
of  Pauius.  The  author  of  the  ‘  Apology’  follows  Dr. 
L.  to  Eusebius  of  the  4lh  cent.,  without  saying  to 
what  period  Pauius  belonged.  So  much  for  Mr.  R’s 
perspicacity.  Mr.  M‘M.  js  again  accused  of  misrep¬ 
resenting  Dr.  L.,  as  arguing  for  the  exclusive  use  ol 
modern  hymns,  from  each  case,  referred  to  page  9. 
Hear  Dr.  L.  for  himself:  “  We  have  already  said 
that  they  (the  inspired  psalms)  tcere  not  in  use  for  the 
three  first  centuries.”  “  Flavius  and  Diodorus, 
were  the  first  who  made,  this  innovation.”  Pages  '(>, 
77.  In  the  latter  page  the  reader  will  find  Dr.  L 
proceeding  upon  the  ground  of  the  exclusive  used 
human  compositions,  till  the  4th  century,  and  then 
by  Arians  alone,  as  the  result  of  bis  argument  frod 
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history  ;  Mr.  M‘M.  follows  him  in  detail  and  proves 
his  conclusion,  unauthorised  by  his  premises.  Read 
both  and  see  for  yourselves.  But  has  not  Mr.  M‘M. 
suppressed  a  very  important  item  in  the  history  of 
Paulus9  The  subject  of  inquiry  must  be  kept  in 
mind  :  It  is,  whether  scripture  psalms  and  hymns 
were,  or  were  not,  used  before  the  4th  century ;  and 
•whether  they  were  then  introduced  by  Arians.  The 
words  in  the  case  of  Paulus,  ‘  as  being  modern,  and 
the  compositions  of  modern  men,’  it  seems  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  ‘  Apology’  did  not  quote,  perhaps  because 
he  saw  they  had  no  bearing  upon  the  question  at.is- 
sue.  Were  the  quotation  of  any  consequence  in  the 
argument,  Mr.  R.  might  regret  that  Dr.  L.  had  omit¬ 
ted  it.  But  had  both  Dr.L.  and  Mr.  M‘M.  introduced 
it,  it  could  not  have  proved  more  than  is  fully  con¬ 
ceded  in  the  ‘Apology.’*  Page  53.  “I  admit,” 
says  the  author,  “  the  probability  of  hymns  of  human 
composition  being  numerous,  and  that  they  werefre- 
quently  used  in  the  public  worship,  we  need  not  doubt, 
That  many  of  them  were  intended  to  honour,  and  as 
many  to  dishonour  the  Redeemer  of  men,  neither 
the  opinions  of  the  times  nor  the  prime  actors  of 
those  days,  forbid  us  to  suppose.”  .  Mr.  R’s  ground 
-lor  such  immoderate  exultation,  we  really  cannot  see. 
We  are  ready  to  grant  upon  this  head,  all  that  Mr. 
R.  can  justly  require.  Who  is  ignorant  of  the  Thal¬ 
ia  and  Cantica  of  Arius,  composed  in  heathenish 
form,  to  promote  his  heresy  r  Who  know's  not, 
wiien  truth  arrcl  purity  were  gone,  that  the  “  addition 
of  various  hymns,  and  other  things  of  that  nature, 
were  considered  as  proper  to  enliven  devotion,  by 
ihe  power  of  novelty  Illccehris  erat  et  grata  novitate 
morandus.  Upon  this  principle,  as  a  testimony 
against  heresy,  connected  with  the  JVestorian  con¬ 
troversy,  the  image  of  the  virgin  Mary',  holding  tlie 
child  Jesus  in  her  arras,  obtained  the  principal 
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38* 


450 


Review. 


SJace.J  Bring  as  much  of  this  lumber  as  you  please. 

Ir.  R.,  it  will  do  our  cause  no  harm.  The  promo¬ 
tion  of  religion  by  the  power  of  novelty,  and  the  im¬ 
ages  oi  Mary  and  of  Christ,  as  testimonies  against 
heresy,  will  probably  be  found  to  stand  upon  as  high 
authority,  and  to  be  every  way  as  serviceable  to  the 
cause  of  godliness,  as  were  either  those  hymns  of 
human  composure  at  Antioch,  or  those  of  more  re¬ 
cent  date.  Let  them  all  have  a  place  upon  the  same 
shelf.  As  to  Mr.  R’s  reasoning  upon  Pliny’s  letter, 
it  is  evident  he  has  either  never  seen  it,  or  he  does 
not  understand  what  it  states.  We  are  unwilling  to 
accuse  him  of  dishonesty  in  his  use  of  it. 

Upon  the  subject  of  Dr.  Watts’  language  respect¬ 
ing  the  Book  of  Psalms,  Mr.  R.  complains,  as  was 
to  be  expected,  that  Mr.  M‘M.  treats  the  Dr.  unfair¬ 
ly.  And  in  what  does  he  do  so  ?  He  does  not  give 
all  the  reasoning,  and  explanations,  and  parentheses 
of  Dr.  W’ !  Were  Mr.  W.  to  give  an  outline  of  Whit- 
bey  on  the  five  points ;  of  Hopkins’  System,  or  of 
Priestley’s  comparison  of  Jesus  Christ  and  Socrates, 
must  he,  to  do  it  fairly,  transcribe  the  whole  of  those 
works  ?  Dr.  Priestley  complained,  that  when  his  as¬ 
sertion,  that  Paul  did  not  always  reason  logically, 
was  criticised,  his  reasons  for  so  saying  were  not  re¬ 
garded.  The  truth  is,  the  assertions  of  Dr.  W.,  like 
those  of  Dr.  P.,  should  never  have  been  made: 
they  do  not  admit  of  satisfactory  explanation  ;  and 
even  as  exhibited  by  Mr.  R.,  are  as  abominable  and 
impious  as  in  the  outline  of  Mr.  M‘M.  And  in  the 
prefaces  where  they  are  found,  explanations  and  all, 
they  appear  as  bad  as  any  where  else. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Dr’s  general  creed,  much 
•has  been  said,  and  much  is  repeated  in  the  books 
under  review.  We  have  a  word  or  two,  likewise, 
to  add.  To  us,  it  appears,  that  Dr.  Watts  never  in¬ 
telligently  believed  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  as 
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uught  in  divine  revelation,  and  professed  in  the 
symbols  of  the  Chnrch  of  God.  That  he  was  not, 
in  early  life,  decidedly  hostile  to  that  doctrine,  may 
be  true  ;  but  that  he  knowingly,  cordially,  and  un¬ 
reservedly,  embraced  it,  upon  examination' Aoe?,  not, 
appear.  The  phraseology  he  indeed  employs ;  but 
so  would  the  Sabellian,  the  indwelling-scheme  men, 
and  the  Arian.  That  Dr.  W.,  when  he  wrote  his 
piece  on  the  Trinity,  the  preface  and  introduction  to 
which.  Dr.  Janeway,  of  Philadelphia,  circulated 
through  the  medium  of  the  Presbyterian  Magazine, 
for  July  1821,  to  prove  that  Dr.  Watts  “was  so  far 
from  being  shaken  in  his  belief  of  ihat  glorious  doc¬ 
trine  of  divine  revelation,  that  he  become  still  more 
^  #  * 

firmly  settled  in  a  conviction  of  its  being  plainly  taught 
in  the  sacred  scriptures  when  he  wrote  this  piece, 
we  say,  he  was  undoubtedly  unsettled  m  ih\s  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Trinity.  In  the  preface  and  introduc¬ 
tion  thus  published,  there  is  nothing  to  which  a  Sa- 
hellian  could  not  subscribe  i  He  uses  the  term  three 
persons,  but  he  claims  liberty  to  explain  the  import 
of  those  terms  in  his  own  way.  He  identifies  Iver¬ 
sons  with  prineiples  of  action  :  “  three  such  distinct 
agents  or  principles  of  action,  as  may,  reasonably,  be 
called  persons.”  Dr.  Janeway  is,  perhaps,  not  to  be 
blamed  for  intellectual  incornpetancy  to  understand 
Dr.  W.,  but  if  he  did  understand  him,  he  is  criminal 
in  practising  a  deception,  to  serve  a  little  party  pur¬ 
pose.  This  book  of  Dr.  W’s.,  was  published  in 
1722;  and,  in  three  years  after,  he  came  out  openly 
against  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  This  was  in  the 
flowerof  intellectual  life,  just  as  he  had  passed  the  10th 
lustrum,  and  twenty-three  years  before  his  death.— 
In  alt  his  heretical  pieces,  he  displays  maturity  of  in¬ 
tellect,  and,  w'e  think,  more  vigoi:  than  in  his  other 
works.  It  was  in  this  year,  1725,  that  Mr.  Bradbu- 
l>ury,  a  name  justly  high  in  the  churches,  charged 
Dr.  W.  w’ith  “making  the  divinity  of  Christ  to  evap- 
into  a  mere  attribute.”  Mr.  B.,  after  treating 
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the  Dr’s,  professions  of  love  to  truth  with  a  sneer, 
says,  “  It  is  pity,  after  you  have  been  more  than  thir¬ 
ty  years  a  teacher  of  others,  you  are  yet  to  learn  the 
first  principles  of  the  Oracles  pf  God.  Was  Dr.  Ow¬ 
en’s  church  to  be  taught  another  Jesus  ?  That  the 
Son  and  the  Spirit  were  only  two  powers  in  the  divine 
nature  !”*  And  what  says  Dr.  W.  himself  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Dr.  Coleman.^  “  I  think  I  have  said  every 
thing  .concerning  the  Son  of  God  which  scripture 
says ;  but  I  could  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  with  some 
orthodox  divines,  that  the  Son  is  equal  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther.” 

*  Watt’s  Memoirs. 

-  '  _  I 

(To  be  Continued.)  j 


REVIEW. 

Lectures  upon  the  Principal  Prophecies  of  tbt 
Revelation. 

By  Alexander  M‘Leod,  D.  D.  Pastor  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Presbyterian  Church,  Nevv-York.  '  1814. 
p.p.  480. 

Continued  from  page  421. 

Period  of  the  Trumpets. 

The  fifth  lecture  furnishes  remarks  introductory 
to  the  Trumpets,  and  enters  upon  their  exposition. 
The  seventh  seal  announces  the  trumpets,  which  art 
Tntroduced  with  great  solemnity.  “  Silence  in  heaven 
fof  about  the  space  of  half  an  hour” — a  period  oi 
repose  to  the  people  of  God  from  persecution,  ensu¬ 
ed,  on  the  establishment  of  the  Christian  religion, 
under  Constantine  ;  but  their  peace  and  tranquility 
w’ere  of  short  duration.  Jesus  Christ  appears,  as  the 
high  priest  of  our  profession,  ministering  at  the  altat. 
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and  presenting  the  prayers  of  his  people,  in  the  gold¬ 
en  censer — imagery  borrowed  from  the  Jewish  tem¬ 
ple  service.  This  priest  is  also  a  king  upon  his 
throne.  He  fills  the  same  censer,  with  coals  fronj 
I  the  altar,  and  scatters  them  upon  the  earth,  which 
I  puts  an  end  to  the  tranquility  of  the  half  hour.  That 
I  peace  which  had  existed  in  the  empire,  is  interrupt- 
i  ed  and  follow'ed  by  war  tremendous  and  desolating. 

I  This  happened  immediately  after  the  death  of  the 
I  Emperor  Theodosius.  That  the  trumpets  refer  to 
the  Roman  empire,  in  its  Christian  state,  is  ascer¬ 
tained  from  the  following  considerations; 

1  1st.  The  Roman  empire,  called’ Christian,  is  the 
object  of  the  trumpets,  in  the  same  w'ay,  arid  for  the 
j  same  reason  that  Rome- Pagan,  was  the  object  of  the 
seals ;  because-  of  that  influence  which  the  public 
events  of  the  empire  had  on  the  church  of  Christ. 
But  here,  there  is  an  additional  reason ;  the  inter- 
I  csts  of  the  religion  of  Christ,  had  been  identified 
with  those  of  the  empire,  as  far  as  such  an  object 
I  could  be  effected  by  human  power.  The  symbol 
I  used  in  this  part  of  the  prophecy,  is  the  trumpet,  an 
s  instrument  used,  in  Israel,  and  among  other  nations, 
for  sounding  an  alarm  of  war.  Among  the  people 
of  Israel,  also,  it  was  blown  for  assembling  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  their  great  solemn  festivals. 


Exposition  of  the  Trumpets. 

The  former  part  of  the  prophecy,  brought  us  down 
to  the  year  395 — the  death  of  Theodosius.  Here, 
then,  the  prospective  history  is  resumed,  on  the 
sounding  of  the  first  trumpet.  The  object  of  the 
judgment  announced,  is  the  Roman  empire,  called 
the  earth  ;  the  judgment  itself,  savage  warfare,  burst¬ 
ing  from  a  distance,  upon  the  various  parts  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  Hail  and  fire  mingled  with  blood  verse  1 . 
•It  refers  to  the  armies  of  the  northern  barbarians, 
under  Alaric,  Attila  and  Radagaisus,  pouring  them¬ 
selves  upon  the  empire,  spreading  carnage  and 
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desolation  whithersoever  they  marched.  •  These  tre¬ 
mendous  ravages  from  the  north,  tlie  region  of  hail, 
continued  from  the  death  of  Theodosius,  until  about 
the  year  450,  or  rather  until  another  judgment,  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  succeeding  trumpet,  commenced. 

Trumpet  ii. — The  object  is  the  sea — the  symbol 
of  “  people  and  multitudes,  nations,”  Rev.  XVII.  1.5. 
There  it  refers  to  the  Roman  empire  in  a  state  of 
commotion,  and  the  bonds  of  society  greatly  loos¬ 
ened  by  preceding  judgments.  The  plague  of 
this  trumpet  is  symbolized  by  a  burning  mountain. 
In  the  year  465,  Genseric,  with  an  army  of  300,000 
Vandals,  set  sail  from  the  burning  shores  of  Afri¬ 
ca,  and  suddenly  fell  upon  the  city  of  Rome,  like  a 
burning  mountain,  and  during  15  days  of  the  fiercest 
plunder  and  massacre,  reduced  the  city  almost  to  a 
heapof  desolation.  The  leader  of  this  infuriated  army 
of  savages,  was  a  bigoted  Arian,  employed  as  an  in¬ 
strument  in  the  hand  of  God,-  to  punish  the  empire, 
for  its  Arianism  and  tyranny. 

Trumpet  iii. — The  object  of  this  judgment  is  the 
people  of  the-empire,  not  in  a  consolidated  state  as 
the  earth,  nor  as  the  sea  in  a  united,  though  loosened 
state,  but  as  rivers  and  fountains,  in  the  depart¬ 
ments  and  provinces  of  the  empire.  The  judgment, 
itself,  the  fall  of  Augustulus,  who  is  the  star  falling 
from  heaven,  from  the  firmament  of  the  empire. — 
This  was  effected  by  bitter  and  sore  judgments,  about 
the  time  he  was  deposed  by  Odoacer,  king  of  the 
Heruli. 

Trumpet  iv. — An  obscuration  of  the  lights  of  the 
empire  is  predicted.  In  476,  Augustulus  fell  from 
his  throne.  This  trumpet  suspends  the  Roman  sen¬ 
ate,  the  consuls,  magistrates  and  other  officers,  thus 
extinguishing  the  last  lights  of  the  western  empire. 

Thus' the  first  four  trumpets,  in  order,  demolish 
the  western  empire.  Lecture  sixth,  gives  an  ex¬ 
position  of  the  first  two  woe  trumpets.  R'eV,  IX. — 
When  Constantine  ascended  the  throne  of  the  Ce- 
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lars,  He  transferred  the  seat  of  the  empire,  from 
Koine  to  Bizantiura,  which  he  called  Constantino¬ 
ple,  after  his  own  name.  The  demolition  of  the 
western  empire  still  left  the  more  powerful  branch 
of  die  old  Roman  state  existing,  with  very  consid¬ 
erable  strength  in  the  east.  The  fall  of  that  branch 
was  interesting  to  Christians,  for  there  the  church 
was  found,  in  connection  with  the  beast.  The  first 
woe  trumpet,  and  the  fifth  of  the  whole  series,  pro¬ 
ceeds  in  order,  to  exhibit  the  destruction  of  the  em¬ 
pire  in  the  east. 

Trumpet  v.  being  the  first  woe  trumpet,  verses  1, 
11.  A  star  falls  from  heaven — the  Monk,  Sergius, 
who  was.degraded  from  his  office,  on  account  of  his 
embracing  the  Nestorian  heresy.  He  has  a  key  by 
which  he  opens  the  bottomless  pit,  out  of  which 
proceed  smoke  and  locusts.  Generally,  these  de¬ 
note  the  heresies  of  the  Karan,  and  the  professors  of 
Mahometanism,  excited  by  their  hellish  delusions, 
0  destroy  the  human  family. 

The  locusts  have  a  king,  Abaddon,  or  Apollyon, 
who  acts  as  the  captain  over  the  destroying  armies. 
They  have  power  to  hurt  all  those,  who  “  have  not  the 
eal  of  God  on  their  foreheads.”  The  time  of  their 
continuance  is  five  months,  thirty  days  each,  a  day 
for  a  year,  or  150  years.  All  this  must  be  referred 
to  the  Mahometan  Saracens.  In  579,  Mahomet  was 
born  at  Mecca ;  he  is  the  king  of  the  locusts,  the'  A- 
baddon,  who  reigns  over  them.  He  was  of  a  pow¬ 
erful  family,  and  though  himself  illiterate,  by  the  aid 
of  Sergius,  the  fallen  star,  he  w’as  enabled  to  form  the 
Koran,  and  perhaps  was  taught  to  read. 

In  the  year  606,  he  retired  to  the  cave  of  Hera, 
Under  the  pretence  of  extraordinary  sanctity.  612, 
be  appeared  asa  public  teacher  oflho  new  doctrines, 
since  called  Mahometanism,  at  which  time  the  lo- 
eusts  issued  from  the  pit.  From  that  date,  until  the 
i^ar  762,  when  the  Caliph  Almansor  built  Bagdad, 
be  city  of  peace,  150  years;  the  Saracenic  locusts. 


or  the  disciples  of  the  prophet,  impostor  of  Meccit. 
overran  with  desolating  fury,  Syria,  Persia,  India, 
Kgypt  and  Spain. 

'rruinpetvi. — Wotrumpet,ii.  v'erses  13,25.  Under 
this  trumpet,  the  eastern  empire,  which  had  received 
a  shock  under  the  fifth  trumpet,  is  completely  over¬ 
thrown.  Upon  the  sounding  of  the  sixth  angel,  a 
voice  from  the  horns  of  the  golden  altar,  cominandf 
destruction  upon  the  wicked.  The  son  of  God,  the 
Saviour,  inflicts  punishmertt  on  men,  for  their  sins. 
The  four  angels  that  are  loosed,  are  the  four  Turk¬ 
ish  sultanies  that  had  been  established  near  the  rivet, 
Euphrates.  They  are  now  w’ith  their  horsemen, 
permitted  to  extend  their  ravages,  and  enlarge  their 
conquests. 

The  time  of  the  continuance  of  these  conquests, 
is  for  a  day,  and  an  hour,  and  a  month,  and  a  year, 
or  391  years,  and  1 5  days,  commencing  at  thetakins 
ofCutahi,1281,  and  extends  to  that  of  Cameniec,  1672. 
During  this  period,  a  warfare  of  unexampled  devasta¬ 
tion,  was  conducted  by  the  Ottoman  Turks,  againsttlic 
empire  of  the  earth,  which  was  entirely  abolished.— 
To  these  lawless  and  merciless  destroyers  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  modern  Socinians^  or  Unitarians,  as  they 
call  themselves,  claim  a  near  affinity,  and  their 
brethren  they  are. 

The  seventh  lecture  is  occupied  in  the  expositioi 
of  trumpet  vii.  This  also  is  a  woe  trumpet.  Rev.  P. 
14,  19.  It  is  said,  verse  14,  to  come  quickly,  i.C' 
after  the  preceding  woe.  The  two  former  w'oes  had 
occupied  a  period  of  more  than  500  years.  The  woe 
of  tliis  trumpet,  the  author  considers  ascommencint 
within  about  150  years,  and  thinks  that  it  will  hav« 
executed  its  object  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  U)f 
preceding. 

The  object  upon  which  the  judgment  of  this  viai 
is  inflicted,  is  presented  £o  our  view  in  the  tentn 
chapter,  and  in  the  eleventh,  (Vbm  the  1st  to  the  iSu- 
verse,  which  may  be  considered  parenthetical  Thf^ 
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(Reason  of  this  interruption  is  evident  upon  a  little  re¬ 
flection.  The  object  of  all  the  plagues  recorded  in 
this  book,  is  the  destruction  of  the  fourth  beast  of 
Daniel,  in  all  its  several  states.  The  seals  put  an  end 
to  its  pagan  state ;  the  first  four  trumpets  demolished 
the  western  empire,  in  what  is  called  its  Christian 
stale ;  the  first  two  wo  trumpets  demolished  the 
eastern  empire;  and  it  may  now  be  said,  where 
is  there  any  object  for  the  judgment  of  the  last 
trumpet.^  This  object  is  presented  in  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  chapters.  The  western  empire  was  ve¬ 
ry  speedily  revived  after  its  destruction,  and  long  be¬ 
fore  the  entire  demolition  of  the  eastern  by  the  sec- 
cond  wo  trumpet.  The  beast  had  indeed  received 
a  deadly  wound,  by  the  inroads  of  the  northern  bar¬ 
barians,  but  the  wound  was  healed,  and  the  persecut¬ 
ing  power  is  found  soon  to  re-appear  in  the  west. 

From  these  considerations,  we  cannot  hesitate  in 
applying  the  third  wo  trumpet  to  the  ant^hristian 
empire,  or  to  the  modern  civil  governmet#s  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  as  combined  with  the  idolatrous  apostate 
church  of  Rome. 

Indeed  the  text  itself  furnishes  conclusive  evidence 
that  this  trumpet  ushers  in  the  millenium.  V’^erse  15. 
“And  the  seventh  angel  sounded,  and  there  were 
great  voices  in  heaven,  saying,  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  ourLord,and  of  his 
Christ.”  Heretofore,  they  have  been  devouring  oeasts 
of  prey — “  thrones  of  iniquity  having  no  fellowship 
with  God;”  but  when  the  seventh  trumpet  shall  have 
done  its  work,  they  shall  all  become  voluntarily  sub¬ 
ject’ to  our  Lord  and  bis  Christ.  The  nations  then 
shall  avow  the  true  religion  in  their  national  capacity ; 
and  for  the  first  time  since  the  commencement  of  the 
gospel  dispensation,  the  religion  of  the  Bible  really, 
and  its  true  spirit  shall  influence  the  policy  of  the 
^nations,  and  they  publicly  proclaim  their  subjection 
to  Messiah  and  their  obedience  to  his  law. 

Verses  IG^  17. — The  whole  church,  with  great 
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joy,  renders  thanks  to  God  for  this  glorious  and  bless* 
ed  change  in  the  policy  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  world. 
The  means  by  which  all  this  shall  be  effected,  is  not 
very  minutely  described; only  in  general,  a  wo  isde* 
nounced  to  the  inbabiters  of  the  earth ;  and  the  read¬ 
er  is  hurried  on  to  the  most  delightful  part  of  the 
subject,  a  most  benifficent  change  effected  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  human  society,  leaving  the  details  of  the 
judgments,  to  the  vials  where  they  are  given  with 
considerable  amplification,  in  the  place  to  which  they 
properly  belong. 

Verse  18. — Having  celebrated  the  joyful  change 
in  the  preceding  verses,  the  four  and  twenty  elders, 
the  representatives  of  the  whole  church,  glance  at 
the  Vth  general  period,  Gog  and  Magog,  in  the 
words,  “  the  nations  were  angry,”  and  hasten  to  pe¬ 
riod  Vith,  “the  time  of  the  dead,  when  they  should 
be  judged,”  and  then  go  on  to  period  VII.  when  all 
the  affain  of  men  being  settled,  the  righteous  shall 
receive  olernal  rewards  of  joy,  and  the  wicked  be  for¬ 
ever  destroyed. 

The  historical  events  refered  to,  are  the  wars  of 
Europe  which  arose  out  of  the  French  revolution; 
and  those  which  are  yet  to  take  place,  for  the  final 
destruction  of  the  iniquitous  and  despotic  dynasties 
of  Eu::ope,  wars  .proceeding  from  that  great  contest 
which  now  exists,  between  the  opposite  interests  of 
liberty  and  tyranny;  finally  to  end  in  the  entire  ruin 
of  the  latter,  and  the  establishment  of  the  former,  on 
the  permanent  basis  of  righteousness.  For  more 
ample  details  on  this  highly  interesting  part  of  the 
subject,  we  with  great  pleasure  refer  the  reader  to 
the  work  itself,  to  which,  in  this  short  abstract,  no¬ 
thing  like  justice  can  be  done. 

In  the  practical  remarks  on  this  portion  of  the 
prophecy,  we  are  exhorted  to  seek  for  consolation  and 
support,  in  the  truth  that  Messiah  reigns,  and  will 
cause  all  the  shaking  of  the  nations  to  eventuate  in 
the  promotion  of  his  own  glory,  and  the  advancement 
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of  the  interests  of  his  faithful  followers.  To  ascer¬ 
tain  the  ends  which  the*Saviour  has  in  view,  in  the 
stupendous  work  which  he  is  executing  among  the 
nations,  and  to  co-operate  with  him.  He  intends,  as 
he  assured  us,  the  overthrow  of  all  those  iniquitous 
thrones  which  have  not  bowed  to  him,  and  we  should 
not  seek  to  uphold,  what  the  glory  of  God,  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  church,  the  felicity  of  the  nations,  and  the 
declarations  of  prophecy,  demand  to  be  destroyed. 
To  lament  the  political  conduct  of  Christians,  in  the 
present  age  of  the  world,  even  those  who  love  God, 
and  whose  prevailing  desire  is,  to  keep  their  gar¬ 
ments  unspotted  from  the  world,  and  yet  allow  their 
affections  to  become  enlisted  ou  behalf  of  thrones  of 
iniquity,  and  with  one  or  other  of  the  political  fac¬ 
tions,  which  from  time  to  time  rage  in  civil  society, 
without  regard  to  God’s  glory  or  the  good  of  his 
church. 

The  eighth  lecture  enters  on  the  subject  of  the  vi-. 
als,  the  ivth  great  period.  It  is  founded  on  Rev. 
XV,  11.  In  the  introduction  it  shews,  that  regular 
history  often  returns  upon  itself,  in  order  to  take  up 
and  pursue  through  its  details,  some  very  important 
topic  that  had  been  touched  but  lightly,  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  narrative.  This  judicious  remark  is  applied 
to  the  vials,  in  which  the  prospective  history  contain¬ 
ed  in^the  apocalypse,  returns  from  the  point  to  which 
we  had  been  conducted  by  the  trumpets,  to  give  us 
more  ample  information,  relative  to  the  destruction 
of  the  modern  despotisms  of  Europe ;  a  subject  which 
had  been  touched  in  general  outline  only,  under  the 
last  trumpet. 

This  lecture  explains  the  scenery  in  this  chapter 
introduced  as  introductory  to  the  plagues  of  the  vials, 
and  gives  a  developement  of  the  plan,  to  be  pursued  in 
the  subsequent  parts  of  this  discussion. 

.  The  .figurative  phraseology '  of  the  text.  1st. 
The  instruments  employed  in  the  judgments,  are 
called  vials,  «*KXai,  caps  or  basins,  and  not  in  the 
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form  of  that  vessel  which  we  commonly  denominate 
a  phial.  They  are  the  depository  of  the  wrath  of 
Heaven,  to  be  poured  out  on  guilty  nations,  and  they 
are  golden,  to  indicate  that  these  judgments  are  just 
and  precious.  The  number  seven,  denotes  perfec¬ 
tion.  They  are  appointed  for  the  utter  ruin  of  the 
jreat  system  of  iniquity.  2d.  The  agents,  are  seven 
angels  ;  these  are  actual  dispensations  of  divine  pro¬ 
vidence.  They  proceed  out  of  the  temple,  from  the 
church  of  God,  where  they  are  predicted,  prayed 
for,  and  appointed.  .  The  angels  are  girded  with 
golden  girdles,  and  clothed  in  .white,  pure,  holy,  and 
important  dispensations.  3d.  The  vials  are  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  angels,  by  one  of  the  four  liv¬ 
ing  creatures.  A  certain  class  of  the  ministers  of 
the  gospel,* deliver  to  the  authorised  agents  of  divine 
judgmei^s,  the  vials  of  wrath.  This  they  do,  by  ex¬ 
plaining,  and  applying  the  predictions ;  by  testify¬ 
ing  against  lawless  power;  by  pronouncing  sen¬ 
tence  from  the  word  of  God  upon  the  opposers  of 
righteousness ;  by  encouragement  to  the  instru¬ 
ments  of  vengeance,  and  by  prayer  for  the  over¬ 
throw'  of  Satan’s  kingdom,  including  the  several 
kingdoms  of  the  Roman  earth,  or  the  modern  civil 
governments  of  Europe.  How  contrary  all  this,  to 
the  course  of  conduct  adopted  by  many  professors, 
who  give  all  the  support  in  their  power,  to  every  go¬ 
vernment,  though  the  most  wicked  that  ever  existed ! 
4tli.  A  holy  company  appears  in  the  church,  cele¬ 
brating  with  great  joy,  the  judgments  of  the  vials, 
verses  2,  4.  They  stand  on  a  sea  of  glass  before  the 
throne  in  the  temple.  It  represents  the  blood  of 
Christ,  by  which  they  are  justified  and  sanctified. — 
6lh.  They  have  gotten  a  victory,  and  have  the  harps 
©f  God  in  their  hands.  Their  victory  is  over  the 
beast,  and  obtained  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and 
by  their  testimony. 
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I  •  A  LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR’. 

I 

[  Being  a  Review  of  the  Parlies,  which  arose  on 
the  moral  and  religious  consideration  of  the -Yellow 
Fever,  in  New-York,  in  the  summer  of  1822. 

Continued  from  page  405. 

In  the  Christian  Herald  of  Dec.  7,  1822,  there  is 
an  article  entitled  “  Thoughts  on  the  late  fever,^' 
\yhich  I  read  wirii  some  surprise.  Whatever  course 
might  have  been  pursued  by  some  of  the  daily  news¬ 
papers^  in  relation  to.  that  solemn  visitation  of  God’s 
providence  over  our  city,  and  whatever  the  common 
^  opinion  of  the  gay,  it  was  not  to  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  from  the  previous  character  of  the  Herald, 
that  any  thing  should  so  soon  appear  in'  its  pages, 
with  the  approbation  of  its  editor,  at  variance  with 
his  notice  of  the  calamity,  in  the  number  for  the  16th 
of  November,  congratulating  the  public  on  their  re¬ 
turn,  from  an  exile  of  some  months,  to  their  several 
homes.  From  that  number,  I  quote  the  following 
excellent  remarks ; 

“  Of  all  news,  that,  of  our  return  to  our  homes,' 

'  and  of  the  cessation  of  the  pestilence,  are  most 
j  grateful.  Those  who  have  shared  with  us  the  alarm 
at  the  almost  visible  approach  of  the  disease  and 
-  and  death,  to  the  abodes  of  our  friends  and  out  own, 
well  know  how  to  appreciate  with  us  the  blessings  of 
a  removal  of  those  evils.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  this 
dispensation  of  Providence,  grievious  as  has  been  the 
k  calamity  with  which  our  city  has  been  chastened^  has 
I  been  full  of  mercy.  The  hand  of  Providence  does 
I  not  less  really  exercise  the  centred  over  every  oc- 
I  currence  in  the  ordinary  and  regular  successions  of 
I  -seed  time  and  harvest,  summer  and  winter,  heat  and 
I  cold,  than  over  events  strictly  miraculous.”* 

I  *  Christian  Herald,  Vol.  9,  No.  13,  p.  40ft 
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These  sentiments  are  judiciously  thought  and  pi¬ 
ously  uttered.  The  yellow  fever  of  last  summer,  is 
represented  as  the  pestilence,  and  described  as  an 
“  alarming  and  grievous  calamity.”  Admitting,  as 
ought  to  have  been  the  case,  that  it  came  upon-  our 
city,  through  the  interveation  of  secondary  causes, 
naturally  adequate  to  its  production,  it  is  set  forth  as 
coming  from  God,  the  first  cause,  as  truly  as  if  it  came 
to  pass  by  miracle.  Its  infliction  by  the  hand  of 
Providence  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  chastisement  to 
our  city  for  iniquity ;  and  we  are  invited  to  see  the 
hand  of  God  therein,  while  we  look  upon  its  removal 
as  a  blessing  from  heaven. 

After  such  correct  and  Christian  remarks,  we  were 
not  prepared  to  expect,  in  the  number  of  the  16th  No¬ 
vember,  an  essay,  criminating  the  opinion,  supposed 
to  be  common  among  the  religious  part  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  that  the  calamity  was  “  a  judicial  visitation” 
for  our  sins.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  offence 
given  by  a  sermon,  preached  by  one  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Dutch  Church,  the  Rev.  Paschal  N.  Strong, 
there  was  no  necessity  in  censuring  him  for  aught 
he  had  spoken  amiss,  to  assail  the  very  just  princi¬ 
ple,  which  he  asserted  in  common  with  the  Herald 
Itself.  When  I  first  read  the  “  Thoughts  on  the  yel¬ 
low  fever,’^  with  the  signature  of  L.,  I  ascribed  them 
to  some  inconsiderate  and  excited  writer ;  and  at¬ 
tributed  their  admission  into  the  Magazine,  to  cour¬ 
tesy’  toward  a  friend  who  may  otherwise  have  been 
a  valuable  correspondent.  I  laid  them  aside,  of 
course,  as  an  extempore  composition,  analogous  to 
some  of  tlie  occasional  speeches  ad  captandum  which 
entertain  the  democracy  of  our  many  public  meet¬ 
ings.  I  <  have  since  discovered,  in  my  social  inter-  < 
course,  that  similar  thojughts  are  prevalent.  Clergy¬ 
men  of  some  standing  in  the  church,  have  expressed 
a  conviction  of  their  truth ;  and  the  Herald  itself^ 

*  Christian  Herald,  Vol.,  9,  No.  14,  Pages  421, 423., 
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has  referred  to  them,  repeatedly,  wkh  approbation. 
Therefore,  have  1  given  them  an  attentive  examina¬ 
tion. 

In  the  review  of  Mr.  Strong’s  sermon,  which  pro¬ 
duced  some  public  feeling  when  it  was  pronounced, 
and  occasioned  many  severe  invectives  after  it,  was 
published,  there  is  a  reference  to  “  the  thoughts”  of 
'<  Mr.  L.  The  review  appeared  in  the  number  for  the 
I  7th  of  December.  After  several  expressions  of  ra- 
S  ther  too  much  acrimony,  for  the  title  of  the  Maga- 
i  zinc,  it  is  written. 

“  With  regard  to  the  leading  principle  assumed  in 
the  sermon,  that  the  late  fever  was  judicially  sent 
as  a  punishment,  we  refer  to  an  article  in  our  num¬ 
ber  for  Dec.  7,  1822.” 

And  in  the  number  for  March  15,  1823,  there  is 
a  similar  approbatory  reference  to  the  same  effect, 
vindicating  the  maxim,  that  judicial  visitations  of  ca¬ 
lamity  were  restricted  to  the  Jewish  Theocracy,  and 
inferring,  that  the  late  fever  could  not  of  course  have 
been  of  that  description.  Of  C.  U.,  a  writer,  who, 
while  on  other  accounts  he  severely  censured  -  the 
preacher  alluded  to,  contested  the  principle  above 
stated,  it  is  said, 

“  He  appears  to  us  to  evade  the  distinction  be¬ 
tween  the  Mosaic  and  Christian  dispensation.  We 
treated  not  of  the  principles,  promises,  and  threat- 
nings  of  the  Bible  at  large,  nor  did  our  correspond¬ 
ent  S.,  but  of  those  pertaining  to  the  government  of 
the  Jews,  commonly  denominated  the  Theocracy.”* 

It  would  seem  from  these  quotations,  as  if  “  the 
;  Christian  Herald  and  Seaman’s  Magazine,  published 
under  the  patronage  of  the  society  for  promoting  the 
gospel  among  the  seaman,  and  edited  by  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,”  did  make  common  cause 
with  the  writer  who  subscribes  himself  S.  Frona 
November  to  March^  the  work  gives  editorial  sana- 

^  Christian  Ueraldi  Vol.  9,  No.  21,  p.  66T. 


464 


A  Letter  to  the  Editor, 


lion  to  the  sentiment,  that  temporal  calamities,  were 
never  judicially  inflicted,  except  under  the  Theoc¬ 
racy. 

The  “thoughts  on  the  late  fever,”  to  which  I  ob¬ 
ject,  will  appear  from  the  writers  own  words,  as  quo¬ 
ted  from  the  number  for  Dec.  7. 

“  Whether  the  late  fever  in  this  city  is  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  judicial  visitation  of.  Providence,  is  a 
question  about  which  there  seems  to  be  a  great  di¬ 
versity  of  opinion.  Many  suppose,  that  this  visita¬ 
tion  was  sent  judicially.  These  views  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  are  attended  with  difficuilies  which,  I  apprehend, 
are  insurmountable.  1  suppose  that,  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Providence  under  the  mediatorial  govern¬ 
ment,  there  is  no  such  rule  upon  the  subject,  as  there 
was  under  the  Theocracy,  when  men  were  dealt  with 
judicially.  They  are,  I  apprehend,  mistaken,  who 
imagine  that  any  good  effects  result  from  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion.  This  opinion. has,  no  doubt,  some 
transitory  influence  upon  the  fears  of  the  sordid, 
the  ignorant,  the  superstitious,  and  impenitent.  It 
is  mere  panic.  This  fear  and  panic  seem,  so  far  as 
{  know,  to  affect  tliein  rather  as  animals,  than  as  nat¬ 
ural  and  accountable  creatures.  Here  they  experi¬ 
ence  little  else  but  mercy,  being  respited  till  the  day 
of  judgment,  from  the  judicial  consequences  of  sin. 
Those  mercies  and  afflictions  of  this  life,  thatflovv  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  things  from  the  apostacy  of  the 
species  do  not  discriminate.  When  the  period  of 
mercy,  and  forbearance  terminates,  retribution  will 
succeed,  and  tiie  wicked  will  be  judicially  punish- 
ed.” 

In  making  this  quotation,  I  have  it  in  view  to  give 
the  author’s  sentiments  in  his  ow'ri  words.  Parts  of 
sentences  have  been  taken,  and  other  parts  omitted, 
for  the  sake  of  brevity  and  distinctness;  but  as  no 
perversion  is  intended,  none  is  admitted.  It  is  not 
my  design  to  put  the  writer  in  fault,  for  this  would 
be  of  no  service  to  me  or  to  the  public.  I  write  with 
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mtent  to  correct  opinions  which  appear  to  me  at  va¬ 
riance  with  truth.  It  is  in  the  hope  that  no  one  will 
acknowledge  such  opinions,  that  I  introduce  them 
seriatim  in  the  form  of  distinct  assertions. 

Here  they  are. 

1st.  The  late  fever  is  not  a  judicial  visitation  ol 
Providence  for  the  sins  of  the  people. 

2d.  The  ordinary  dispensations  of  P/ovidenc^ 
exclude  the  idea  of  judgments  for  iniquity. 

3d.  The  mediatorial  reign,  under  the  gospel  dis¬ 
pensation,  is  distinct  from  the  Jewish  Theocracy ; 
for,  in  that  Mesiah  dio  not  rule. 

4th.  To  the  Mosaic  Law,  or  Theocracy,  temporal 
judgments  for  sin  were  peculiar ;  and  to  believe  other¬ 
wise,  has  a  bad  moral  tendency. 

5th.  Both  mercies  and  af&ictions  flow  from  the 
apostacy  of  the  species; 

6.  The  wicked,  experience  in  this  life,  little  else 
than  mercy ;  for  not  until  the  last  day,  will  men  be 
judicially  treated. 

These  several  propositions,  disguise  them  ever  so 
much,  must  be  considered  as  altogether  false.  In¬ 
deed,  had  they  been  always  distinctly  stated,  and 
each  viewed  by  itself,  the  deformity  would  have  been 
discernible  to  all.  They  could  not  have  passed  mus¬ 
ter  in  a  crowd,  and  without  particular  inspection. 

The  leading  principle,  in  error  and  in  mischief, 
in  all  the  writings  and  speeches  against  Mr.  Sti'ong, 
is  that  which  distinguishes  the  Theocracy  and  medi¬ 
atorial  reign,  and  limits  temporal  judgments  to  the 
Jews.  To  that  false  principle,  dished  up  by  the 
purveyor  of  the  Seaman’s  Magazine  for  his  mess¬ 
mates,  1  now  solicit  your  attention.  I  shall  be  very 
explicit,  in  setting  aside  the  distinction  quo  ad 
adc,  and  secondly,  in  proving  the'fact,  that  temporal 
judgments  are  not  limited  to  the  Jewish  Theocracy, 
or  indeed  to  any  thing  Jewish. 

1st.  The  .Tewish  Theocracy  is  not  distinguished 
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from  the  mediatorial  government,  in  any  other  sens^ 
than  as  a  part  is  distinguislied  from  the  whole ;  foi 
Messiah  is  himself,  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  Every 
judicious  Christian  must  confess,  not  only'  that 
God  in  Christ  did  reign,  during  the  dispensation  of 
the  Old  Testament,  as  much  as  now;  but  also,  that 
the  actual  administration  of  Providence  was  in  the 
hand  of  God  our  Saviour,  the  Messiah.  So  taught 
the  Prophets  and  Apostles.  Isa.  45,  21,  25.  There 
is  no  God  else  beside  me,  a  just  God  and  a  Saviour- 
Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  for  I  am  God — ^Unto  me  every  knee  shall  bow, 
every  tongue  shall  swear — Surely  shall  one  say,  in 
the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and  strength — In  the 
Lord  shall  all  the  seed  of  Israel  be  justified,  and  shall 
glory. 

That  this  only  God,  who  ruled  the  House  of  Is- 
rael,  is  the  Messiah,  is  evident  enough  from  the  words 
of  the  prophet  himself,  and  is  put  beyond  a  doubt 
by  the  apostle,  in  quoting  them.  Rom.  14,  10,  11. 
We  shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ. 
For  it  is  written — As  I  live  saith  the  Lord,  every 
knee  shall  bow  to  me  and  every  tongue  shall  confess 
to  God.  The  same  apostle  adds,  Phil.  2,  10,  11, 
That  at  the  name  of  Jesus,  every  knee  should  bow, 
and  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
Lord.  We  have  here  two  very  good  and  sufficient 
witnesses,  declaring  in  the  same  terms,  the  mediato¬ 
rial  government  over  Jew  and  Jentile,  to  the  very 
ends  of  the  earth.  The  mediatorial  reign  and  the 
Theocracy,  accordingly  identify.  We  are  at  this 
moment  under  the  Theocracy' ;  and  the  Jewish  The¬ 
ocracy  differs  nothing  in  regard  to  the  person  or  at¬ 
tributes  of  the  Ruler.  He  is  the  same  yesterday  to¬ 
day  and  forever.  It  is  surely  a  bad  inference,  that, 
because  the  same  Lord,  did  certainly  inflict  temporal 
judgments  in  one  province  of  his  empire,  he  must 
never  inflict  them  on  any'  other  province;  that  since 
he  punished  the  Jews  Judicially,  he  must  trouble 
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Whristians  at  random.  The  distinction  made,  in  the 
Christian  Herald,  is,  therefore,  both  unholy  and  un¬ 
true. 

There  is,  indeed,  a  very  great  difference  between 
the  two  dispensations  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  the 
Old  Testament  and  the  dSTew  ;  but  the  Providence 
of  God  is  as  extensive,  as  minute,  and  as  just  as  ever. 
The  salvation  of  sinners  is  the  same ;  God  is  the 
same,  sin  is  the  same.  Holiness  is  the  same  now,  ars 
formerly ;  and  the  Covenant  is  immutable  :  but  the 
dispensation  of  old  respected  the  Redeemer  to  come., 
and  the  present  dispensation,  respects  an  accom¬ 
plished  redemption.  A  child  may  answ'er  the  ques¬ 
tions  respecting  the  different  administrations.* 

There  is,  besides  this,  a  difference  between  tlic 
political  state  of  Israel  under  the  judicial  law,  and 
the  state  of  other  nations  throughout  the  world.  In¬ 
spired  statutes,  literally  adapted  to  the  Hebrew  Com¬ 
monwealth,  constituted  the  political  code.  There 
is,  also,  a  difference  between  the  divine  revelation 
and  the  miraculous  infliction  of  calamities  for  trans¬ 
gression,  and  the  knowledge  which  we  have  of  such 
pains  by  ordinary  means ;  but  all  our  miseries  are 
alike  judgments  from  Heaven  for  the  sins  of  men. — 
They  are  all  equally  foreknown,  though  not  alike 
foretold :  they  are  equally  the  work  of  God’s  Provi¬ 
dence,  though  effected  in  a  different  manner,  and  by 
different  instruments.  The  warning  to  sinners,  and 
the  improvement  to  the  saints,  are  the  same  in  both 
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I  am  now  to  shew  that, 

2d.  Temporal  judgments  are  not  peculiar  to  the 
Jewish  Theocracy. 

This  is  the  grand  topic  of  discussion  in  regard  to 
the  late  fever  in  the  city.  Error  in  regard  to  it,  has 
placed  many  Christians  on  the  infidel  side  of  the 
question,  and  has  caused  them  to  swell  for  a  time 


*  Larger  Cat.  Qnes.  34  and  85;- 
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the  current  of  profane  opposition  to  the  doctrine? 
delivered  on  the  subject,  by  a  minister  of  Christ.  If 
the  writers  for  the  “Christian  Herald”  have  any  per¬ 
sonal  ill  will  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strong,  it  were  well 
not  to  employ  it  by  attempting  to  enlist  in  the  preju¬ 
dice,  the  Seamen  of  the  Port.  At  all  events,  the 
sense  of  the  Christian  community  should  be  express¬ 
ed,  against  the  libertine  sentiments  of  Mr.  L.,  on  the 
subject  of  divine  judgments. 

The  judicial  infliction  of  temporal  calamity,  for 
the  sins  of  men,  belongs  to  God’s  moral  government 
of  the  world  in  every  age ;  and  the  principle  is  not 
to  be  compromitted,  even  for  the  sake  of  putting 
down  a  young  man,  who  ventures  to  proclaim  aloud 
the  truth,  while  his  fathers  are  feeling  with  tremb¬ 
ling  hand  he  public  pul^e.  It  is  a  New  Testament 
angel  who  said.  Rev.  xvi,  7th,  Even  so,  Lord  God 
Almighty,  true  and  righteous  are  thy  judgments.— 
God’s  judgments  are,  indeed,  administered  in  wis¬ 
dom  and  in  truth,  and  in  long  forbearance,  in  full 
accord  with  mercy;  for  the  divine  attributes  hai- 
monizc  in  the  mediator;  but  yet  he  is  a  novice,  in 
matters  of  piety,  who  would  limit  them  to  the  Mosa¬ 
ic  economy.  Let  me  examine  this  abominable  sen¬ 
timent,  in  accommodation  to  the  general  ignorance, 
in  such  plain  terms  as  to  leave  no  cloak  for  the  de- 


usion. 


If  the  divine  judgments  are  peculiar  to  the  Jew¬ 
ish  Theocracy,  then  are  they  limited  by  its  extent. 
The  utmost  extent,  however,  given  to  the  Theocracy, 
by  the  patrons  of  this  doctrine,  is,  in  respect  of  sub¬ 
jects,  the  House  of  Israel,  and  in  respect  of  duration, 
the  time  intervening  betw  een  the  giving  of  the  Laff 
on  Mount  Sinai,  and  the  crucifixion  of  the  Son  of 
man.  If  the  Lord  has  not  threatened  or  inflicted 
temporal  punishment  for  iniquity,  beyond  these  lim¬ 
its,  then  does  the  doctrine  stand,  otherwise,  it  falk 
to  the  ground.  Fall  then,  it  must,  for  three  obviou? 
considerations. 
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1st.  Divine  judgments  were  not  limited  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Israel  in  the  time  of  the  Theoc¬ 
racy  ;  for  the  Gentiles  suffered  as  often  and  as  in¬ 
tensely  as  (lid  the  Hebrews.  Of  the  adversaries  of 
Israel,  they  say,  Isa.  63,  29,  Thou  never  barest  rule 
over  them  ;  they  were  not  called,by  thy  name  ;  yet  they 
suffered  the  judgments  of  God.  The  Prophets  de¬ 
manded  them  in  a  thousand  instances,  and  the 
Lord  inflicted  his  wrath.  Let  Midian,  Moab, 
Arnrnon,  Amalek,  Philistia,  and  those  of  Tyre — let 
Edom,  and  Ashur  bear  witness  to  this  truth.  And 
if  the  history  of  those  nations  during  many  centuries, 
does  not  afford  sufficient  facts  in  illustration,  ask  the 
Prophets  and  they  will  tell  thee  concerning  Babylon 
and  Egypt,  and  Persia,  and  Greece,  and  Rome,  all 
beyond  the  pale  of  the  Jewish  Theocracy.  Those 
"l  eat  states  furnish  instances  enough  of  every  species 
of  divine  judgments,  and  of  every  conceivable  mode 
of  putting  them  into  execution.  Many  of  these  judg¬ 
ments  on  the  heathen,  were  in  answer  to  the  pray¬ 
ers  of  the  saints.  Some  were  foretold,  and  execut¬ 
ed  by  miracle;  and  others  were  wrought  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  operation  of  second  causes.  The  defeat  of 
the  Sennacherib' (  army^  2d  Chron.  32,  20,  2 1 ,  was 
in  answer  to  the  petitions  of  Hezekiab  and  Isaiah. 

An  angel  of  God,  destroyed  by  miracle  the  invad¬ 
ing  forces  ;  and  his  own  sons  put  the  tyrant  to  death 
in  the  house  of  God.  In  all  these  transactions,  there 
is  nothing  peculiar  to  the  Mosaic  ritual,  given  to 
the  Jews. 

2d.  The  judgments  are  not  restricted  to  the  The¬ 
ocracy;  for  they  belonged  to  God’s  moral  govern¬ 
ment,  before  the  organization  of  the  House  of  Israel, 
into  a  body  politic  at  Horeb.  Lamech  acknowledg¬ 
ed  to  his  wives,  Adab  and  Ziliahy  the  principle 
which  I  now  assert ;  and  Jehovah  executed  ven¬ 
geance  on  the  guilty.  A  judicial  mark  was  set  upon 
Cain  for  the  murder  of  Abel.  Almost  tl)0  whole 
World  was  destroyed  by  the  Flood,  for  the  iniquity 
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of  man.  Sodom  and  Gomorrha,  were  punished  bj 
fire  from  Heaven.  Lot’s  wife,  was  judicially  petri¬ 
fied.  Pharaoh  and  Abimelech,  suffered  for  their  in¬ 
jurious  treatment  of  Abraham.  All  the  elements 
were  arrayed  against  the  people  of  Egypt ;  both  the 
first  born  of  Ham,  and  tlieir  mighty  captains,  fell  for 
their  iniquities. 

With  all  this,  and  much  more  of  the  same  kind  in 
the  Bible,  will  the  people  of  New-York,  and  espe¬ 
cially  the  gentlemen  of  the_  Herald,  continue  to 
•teach  that  all  iniquity  on  earth  must  go  unpunished 
until  the  resurrection,  and  that  temporal  judgments 
are  peculiar  to  the  law  of  Moses  ?  Surely,  “  until 
this  day,  remaineth  the  same  vail  untaken  away  in 
the  reading  of  the  Old  Testament.” 

3d.  Judgments  are  threatened  and  executed  un¬ 
der  the  New  Testament. 

It  is  not  uncontimon  with  the  ignorant  to  consider 
the  Old  Testament  as  revengeful,  and  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  as  mercifully  unjust.  Grace  is,  in  a  great 
degree  excluded  from  the  former,  and  justice  from 
the  latter.  The  account  which  the  Bible  gives,  is 
very  different.  The  New  Testament  narrative,  cpv- 
ers  but  a  very  short  space — not  the  twentieth  part  of 
tlie  time  referred  to  in  the  book  of  Genesis.  The 
prophetic  part  extends  to  all  future  ages  of  the  world; 
and  both  the  history  and  the  prophecy  confirm  the 
doctrine,  that  judgments  are  as  certain  and  as  severe 
under  the  present,  as  under  the  former  dispensation. 
At  times  they  are  foretold ;  at  times  they  are  execu¬ 
ted  by  miracle;  and  they  uniformly  enter  into  the 
texture  of  the  Lord’s  moral  government  of  individu¬ 
als  and  communities,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical. — 
A  very  few  references,  will  sufiice  in  proof  of  these 
assertions. 

Punishment  judicially  declared  by  the  Apos¬ 
tle  Peter,  upon  Ananias  and  Sapphira  for  their  ini¬ 
quity  ;  and  it  was  executed  speedily  and  by  mira¬ 
cle,  Acts  5.  These  jpeople  were  professors  of  reh- 
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gion.  The  angel  of  the  Lord,  under  the  Mediator’s 
reign,  smote  Herod  unto  death,  because  he  gave  not 
God  the  glory.  Acts  12,  23.  He  was  a  Prince  and 
a  persecutor.  Elymas,  the  sorcerer,  was  judicially 
inflicted  with  blindness,  after  the  Apostle  Paul  de¬ 
clared  his  sin.  These  are  individual  cases ;  and 
ought  to  serve  as  a  warning  to  every  one.  •  The 
Churches  of  Asia  were  severally  threatened  by  the 
Lord,  according  to  their  iniquities.  /  The  disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved,  announced  the  threatening ;  and 
history  bears  testimony  to  its  execution.  Many 
professors  in  Corinth,  suffered  judicially  (or  Jieir 
abuse  of  the  Lord’s  supper,  debility,  sickness  and 
death;  and  all  under  the  gospel  dispensation,  1st 
Cor.  11,  30.  These  are  specimens  of  ecclesiastic¬ 
al  judgments.  The  dreadful  judgments  of  anarchy, 
war,  famine  and  pestilence,  were  inflicted  on  the 
Jewish  nation.  They  were  predicted  by  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  the  terrible  catastrophe  is  on  record  for 
the  perusal  of  the  reviewers  of  Mr.  Strong,  in  the 
Herald.  If  they  are  still  unbelievers  on  the  subject, 
let  them  return  to  the  Gentiles,  and  jhey  will  find, 
that,  under  the  New  Testament,  cities  and  nations 
are  punished  for  their  irreligion.  ‘  Come  and  see’ 
the  SeaZs  opened  by  Messiah;  listen  to  the  Trumpeis 
o/ ICO,  blown  by  bis  servants;  contemplate  the  min¬ 
isters  of  the*  Redeemer’s  vengeance,  pouring  out  the 
vials  full  of  the  wrath  of  God;  consider  the  convul¬ 
sion  of  the  elements,  in  the  storms  of  thunder,  and 
hail,  and  fire  ;  the  consequent  earthquakes,  and  the 
blood  of  Armageddon ;  and  then  tell  me  that  the 
Saviour  never  inflicts  temporal  judgments.  Read 
Rev.  6,  8, 1 1,  and  18,  5,  8,  and  then  tell  me  that  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel  may  not  teach,  that  judgments 
shall  ever,  even  in  part,  be  executed  on  the  earth. 
As  for  myself,  1  had  rather  belong  to  the  society, 
J^ev.  15,  3 — “  Saying,  great  and  marvellous  are  thy 
works.  Lord  God  Almighty ;  just  and  true  are  thy 
Ways,  Thou  King  of  Saints — for  thy  judgments  are 
ttwde  manifest.” 
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I  now,  my  dear  sir,  draw  this  letter  to  a  close.  If 
I  have  not  trespassed  already  on  your  patience,  and 
the  limits  of  your  Magazine,  1  may  give  you,  hereaf¬ 
ter,  another  communication,  relative  to  the  opposi¬ 
tion  provoked  in  the  city  of  New-York,  against  the 
sermon  ol  Mr.  Strong,  I  have  written  now,  in  be¬ 
half  of  principle,  and  not  from  personal  attachment. 
If  I  write  again,  I  shall  follow  the  same  rule.  Ca¬ 
ms  mihi,  et  Carior  veritas.  That  gentleman,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  faults  of  his  discourse,  either  in 
point  of  composition  or  detail  of  facts,  has  introduced 
no  new  principle  of  Christian  morals  into  the.  code. 
The  priticiple  at  which  his  opponents  strike,  has  ever 
been  held  by  the  most  able  divines,  and  is  always 
welcome  to  the  people  of  God.  It  is  none  other 
than  what  was  taught  by  the  Prophets  and  Apostles, 
•Tesus  Christ  himself,  being  the  chief  corner  stone. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

A. 
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Second  statement  of  Facts,  4*c-»  James  Douglas. 

Pages  1S6,  octavo. 

New-York,  1823. 

This  is  an  angry,  and  a  silly  book.  Although 
ihe  writer  iMr.  James  Douglas,  does  not  like  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  usages  of  the  Reformed,  Presbyterian 
Cluirch  in  America,  there  was  no  heed  for  such  an 
outcry.  The  land  of  liberty  is  before  him,  and  no 
man  seeks  to  hurt  a  hair  of  his  head.  His  outward 
estate,  which  he  always  prefers  to  the  edification  of 
the  sanctuary,  remains  inviolate ;  and  there  are  other 
churches  in  the  Land,  besides  the  Reformed  Presby- 
.  lerian.  He  may  take  his  choice  ot  them;  that  is  to 
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•jay,  if  any  one  will  receive  him  or  take  his  book  as 
evidence  of  Christian  feelings  and  temper  of  mind; 
otherwise,  he  may  himself  form  a  new  connexion,  if 
he  can.  We  advise,  in  case  of  this  alternative,  that 
his  associates  be  very  different  from  himself;  be  less 
selfish  and  malignant,  or  they  cannot  stick  together 
any  length  of  time. 

The  history  of  M**.  Douglas,  is  plain,  and  his  case 
of  easy  comprehension.  He  emigrated  from  Scot¬ 
land  about  five  years  ago,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  Pres- 
byterial  jurisdiction  in  that  country,  by  abandoning 
the  work  of  preaching  the  gospel,  and  by  devoting 
himself  to  a  more  congenial  employment.  He  fell, 
however,  somewhat  incidentally  into  the  connexion 
of  the  church  in  New-York,  and  was  received  as  a 
preacher,  and  of  course,  to  communion  in  sealing  or¬ 
dinances.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  he  did  not 
like  the  restraints  of  a  church  ;  and  the  church  began 
to  dislike  his  conduct.  He  first  refused  to  submit 
himself  to  Presbytery;  and  he  then  forsook  the  pub¬ 
lic  worship.  The  session  of  the  church,  therefore, 
excluded  him  from  the  Lord’s  Table.  It  was  after 
that  he  applied  to  Presbytery,  for  baptism  to  his 
child,  and  sought  permission  to  preach,  where  it 
would  be  convenient  for  himself,  without  at  all  sub¬ 
mitting  to  appointments,  and  even  without  restora¬ 
tion  to  the  communion.  • 

The  Presbytery  refused  to  grant  his  petition. — 
As  he  did  not  like  the  church,  and  the  clmrch  did 
not  like  him,  their  connexion  ceased  as  it  were  by 
mutual  consent.  He  first  went  out,  and  they  shut 
the  'door  after  he  was  gone.  This  was  a  matter  of 
course  ;  but  Mr.  Douglas  is  passionate,  and  bethought 
it  his  best  way  to  make  a  great  noise,  that  he  might 
create  a  riot.  Hence  this  book.  He  sounds  his  own 
praise,  and  the  complaint  is  of  tyranny,  because  the 
"ministers,  elders  and  deacons,  would  not  preach,  go¬ 
vern,  and  distribute  just  as  this  man  wished  them. — 
They  took  the  course  pointed  out  by  their  own  dis- 
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cretion,  and  left  him  to  do  as  he  saw  cause.  He  has 
now  an4)ly  satisfied  them  all,  that  he  is  unfit  fov 
church  communion  any  where.  This  book  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  vindictive^nd  revengeful  spirit,  acted  out 
to  the  utmost.  He  is  no  loss  to  the  people  he  has 
left.  He  went  out  from  them  because  he  was  not  of 
them  ;  for  if  he  had  been  of  them,  no  doubt  he  would 
have  continued  with  them. 

In  the  work  before  us,  there  is  little  evidence  of 
piety  or  benevolence,  of  civility  or  discretion.  It  is 
the  loud  scolding  of  one  who  is  so  notorious,  that  his 
tongue  is  no  scandal.  Sermons  which  he  heard,  and 
sermons  which  he  did  not  hear,  are  falsified  and  mis¬ 
represented  ;  facts  which  he  knew  and  which  he  did 
not  know,  are  misstated  and  perverted  ;  the  private 
conversations  of  respectable  men,  in  the  confidence 
and  familiarity  of  Christian  friendship,  are  tortured 
for  their  connexions  and  published  to  the  world  ;  the 
bear-say  small  chat  of  the  indiscreet,  and  the  gossip- 
ings  of  his  own  wife,  are  worked  up  into  his  publi¬ 
cation,  together  with  original  assertions  of  his  own, 
totally  at  variance  with  the  ninth  commandment.  • 
Every  man  of  delicacy  or  of  honour,  will,  tiiere- 
fore,  revolt,  and  all  will  do  well  to  shun  familiarity 
with  the  man,  who  would  for  years  remember  their 
most  private  words,  and  to  gratify  his  revenge,  pub¬ 
lish  them  in  a  distorted  form  from  the  press.  He  is 
now'  the  open  enemy  of  the  church — of  its  judicato¬ 
ries,  and  its  public  seryants :  and  he  has  this  advan¬ 
tage  in  prosecuting  his  opposition,  tlrat  he  is  under 
no  restraint  of  truth  or  kindness.  Anv  man  who  loves 
a  false  tongue  and  rude  speech,  may  have  his  taste 
gratified  for  4s.  (id.  by  buying  the  book — the  mis¬ 
statements  of  James  Douglas. 

Kapoleoh  in  Exile,  or,  a  Voice  from  St.  Helena,  by 
Hurry  0‘Meara,  Esq.  his  late  Surgeon,  12mo.  2 
vols. 

New-York,  1823. 

This  is  an  interesting  book,  and  contains  much 
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important  information  respecting  the  great  actors  on 
ih-i  theatre  of  the  world.  The  report  of  Napoleon’s 
remarks  on  various  subjects,  and  respecting  distin¬ 
guished  men,  bears  the  impress  of  truth.  A  young 
nian  as  Mr.  0‘Meara  is,  could  not,  and  probably  no 
man  in  the  civilized  world  could,  invent  these  con¬ 
versations.  The  only  heavy  part  of  the  book,  is  that 
which  respects  the  controversy  between  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  the  governor  of  St.  Helena,  and  Napoleon ;  and 
that  becomes  so,  only  by  the  frequent  repetition  of 
nearly  the  same  things.  The  baseness  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  government  is  placed  in  a  strong  light.  No  one 
can  doubt  after  reading  this  book,  that  Napoleon  was 
tortured  out  of  life  by  vexations,  by  bad  diet,  and  by 
the  vice  of  the  atmosphere  on  the  bleak,  dark  and 
dismal  heights  of  St.  Helena. 

He, professed  to  believe  the  Bible,  and  employed 
some  time  in  reading  both  the  Old  Testament  and 
the  New.  But  he  appeared  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
jdan  of  redemption,  and  the  supporting  power  of  the 
grace  of  God.  What  a  contrast  does  his  captivity 
present,  to  that  of  the  Martyrs  of  Jesus,  when  shut  up* 
in  gloomy  dungeons  !  i 

Peveril  of  the  Peak — A  Romance,  by  the  author  of 
Waverly,  Ivanhoe,  Kennil worth,  kc.  12mo.  2  vols. 

New- York,  182J>. 

These  two  are  the  last  of  perhaps  30  fictions 
!  volumes,  said  to  be  by  the  same  author.  One  ob- 

Iject  in  all  his  works,  the  author  seems  never  to  loose 
sight  of — the  holding  up  of  religion  and  all  religious 
men  to  ridicule.  This  is  the  tendency  of  all  his  tales, 

I  fireat  genius,  indeed,  he  does  display,  but  prostitu- 
I  ted  to  base  purposes.  In  the  ‘Tales  of  my  Landlord,’ 

I  he  holds  up  to  public  scorn,  as  far  as  he  dares,  the 
i-. Martyrs  of  Jesus,  under  the  house  of  Stuart.  The 
public  indignation,  awakened  and  expressed  by  all 
?ood  men,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  compelled 
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him  for  a  while  to  abandon  that  theme.  He  has 
partly  resumed  it  in  Peveril.  The  Puritans,  and 
Presbyterians,  ill  the  period  immediately  succeeding 
the,  restoration  of  Charles  ii.,  are  the  bodies  that 
Peveril  attempts  to  render  ridiculous  or  infamous. 
He  represents,  indeed,  the  devout  among  them,  as 
employed  in  acts  of  devotion,  and  as  possessing  mind, 
but  as  melancholy,  wild,  enthusiastic,  fanatical,  and 
indulging  malignant  passions.  Did  the  reader  think 
his  pictures  faithful  copies  of  the  original,  he  would 
regard  with  mingled  emotions  of  pity  and  scorn,  the 
English  Presbyterians  and  Independents.  This  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  common  place  of  his  tales.  It 
abounds,  too,  with  profanity.  The  marvelous  coin¬ 
cidences  which  he  attempts  to  create,  rather  disgust 
by  their  improbability,  than  interest  by  their  verisi¬ 
militude.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  the  very  lowest 
trash  in  the  dialogue.  The  occasional  power  of  the 
description,  and  the  general  texture  of  the  fabric, 
shew  that  it  is  the  work  of  him  who  of  late  has  occu¬ 
pied  so  large  a  space  in  the  regions  of  fancy. 


ITEMS  or  INTELLJGENCE. 

Of  all  the  attributes  of  government,  whether  hu¬ 
man  or  divine,  yiwtice  is  that  which  is  roost  hated  by 
the  guilty.  Never  except  when  he  is  penitent,  does 
the  criminal  approve  of  his  own  condemnation.— 
He  will,  indeed,  be  silent  under  sentence,  if  he  deems 
acquiescence  convenient  j  but  generally,  it  will  grat¬ 
ify  his  passions  more,  and  excite  sympathy  in  others 
with  greater  certainty,  to  exclaim  against  the  justice 
which  detects,  convicts,  orcondemns  him,  as  tyranny 
and  persecution.  Thus,  often  do  slanderers  anfl 
murdererSf  and  it  is  quite  common  with  the  pirates 
Even  under  the  light  of  the  gospel,  it  requires  sove¬ 
reign  grace  to  make  the  sinner  by  nature,  under 
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wrath,  confess  that  he  is  in  that  state,  and  to  be  sens¬ 
ible  of  the  justice  which  condemns  him,  although 
pardon  is  at  the  lime  offered  to  him. 

It  is  this  principle  of  enmity  to  justice,  that  makes 
a  sinner  revile  or  evade  the  doctrines  of  grace  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  Bible,  and  the  transgressor  to  declaim 
asainst  the  forms  and  administrations  of  the  law 
which  condemns  him  for  his  iniquity,  whether  by  the 
church  or  the  state  it  shall  have  been  dispensed. 

There  is  a  curious  exemplidcation  of  the  assertion 
now  made,  in  an  article  which  appeared  sometime 
ago  in  the  London  papers.  It  respects  an  Atheistic¬ 
al  publication,  entitled  Principles  of  JVature,  by  blind 
Palmer,  an  infidel  preacher  who  was  well  known 
twenty  years  ago  in  this  village. .  The  London  edit¬ 
or  of  this  book  of  falsehoods,  was  tried  in  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  for  blasphemy  against  the  Christian 
religion  ;  and  the  defence  which  he  offered,  was  the 
very  book  itself,  for  the  publication  of  which  he  was 
Indicted.  Thus  he  strove  to  make  persistance  in 
transgression  his  vindication  for  its  commencement. 

We  quote  the  following  paragraphs  from  “  The 
Union,"  of  the  21st  of  March,  Philadelphia. 

“  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  then  interposed.  His 
Lordship  observed,  he  had  understood  the  defendant 
to  declare  in  his  commencement,  that  the  book  was 
an  attack  on  Holy  Scripture  and  the  Christian  Reli¬ 
gion.  Enough  had  been  read  to  sliew  that  it  wad  so, 
and  it  therefore  became  bis  iniperative  duty  to  stop 
the  defendant,  and  to  declare  that  he  could  not  suf- 
ler  any  book  to  be  read  in  a  Court  of  Justice,  the 
avowed  object  of  which  was  to  defame  the  Holy 
Scripture,  and  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  Christian  Re¬ 
ligion. 

The  defendant  said  the  book  was  his  defence,  and 
as  such  he  must  read  it.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice 
repeated  that  he  coiild  not  suffer  it  to  be  read.  The 
r  ^fendant,  ‘  My  Lord,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Judge  to 
«ear  whatever  a  defendant  may  consider  necessary 
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for  his  defence ;  otherwise  it  is  no  trial,  but  a  mock¬ 
ery.  A  Judge  has  no  power  to  say  what  he  will  not 
hear.  It  is  necessary  that  the  Jury  should  hear  for 
their  information,  before  they  could  come  to  just 
judgment.’  The  Lord  Chief  Justice — ‘  The  Jury, 
I  believe,  have  heard  enough.’  A  Juryman—*  We 
have  heard  too  much,  my  Lord,  and  hope  not  to  have 
our  ears  shocked  with  any  more.’ 

The  defendant — *  This  book  is  my  defence.  The 
Solicitor  General  has  given  you  the  text,  and  I  must 
give  you  the  context.  I  must  read  it.’  The  Lord 
Chief  Justice — ‘You  have  said,  and  I  have  taken 
your.w’ords  down,  that  this  book  is,  and  that  you  know 
it  to  be,  an  attack  on  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the 
Christian  Religion  ;  therefore,  I  cannot  permit  it  to 
be  read.  If  you  have  any  thing  else  to  add  to  the 
defence,  you  are  at  liberty  to  state  it.’  The  defend¬ 
ant — *  This  book  is  my  defence,  and  I  will  -read  it.’ 
The  Lord  Chief  Justice — *  You  shall  not  read  it,  and 
if  necessary,  in  consequence  of  your  persisting,  1 
shall  be  compelled  to  order  you  to  be  removed  from 
the  court.’  The  defendant — *  Then  you  refuse  to 
allow  me  to  make  my  defence.  This  is  no  trial,  it  is 
a  mockery  of  justice.’  The  Lord  Chief  Justice— 
‘  Gentlemen  do  you  desire  to  hear  any  more  V  A 
■  Juryman — *  Certainly  not,  my  Lord.’ 

His  Lordship  then  proceeded  to  sum  up,  beine 
frequently  interrupted  by  the  attempts  of  the  defend¬ 
ant  to  proceed  in  reading  the  book.  The  jury  im¬ 
mediately  found  the  defendant  guilty. 

The  defendant — *  I  have  had  no  trial.  I  have  not 
been  allowed  to  make  my  defence.  1  can  show  the 
pains  which  have  been  taken  to  pack  a  jury.’  One  of 
the  Jurors — *  My  Lord,  1  have  never  served  on  a  Spe¬ 
cial  Jury  before,  therefore,  I  could  not  be  packed. 
Another  Juror — *  Nor  did  I  my  Lord.  'This  is  2 
base  and  slanderous  aspersion  wantonly  cast  on  the 
jury  by  the  defendant.’  Mr.  Gurney — *  The  great¬ 
est  satisfaction  you  can  have,  gentlemen,  is  to  k*o* 
that  you  are  not  packed.’ 
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I  The  defendant — ‘  I  know  one  hundred  names 
were  passed  over,  before  one  was  taken.’  This  is  a 
libel  upon  us.’  The  Lord  Chief  Justice — ‘  Gentle- 
I  men,  these  observations  are  not,  in  fact,  made  for 

I'  us,  but  for  other  purposes.’  The  defendant,  raised 
his  voice  again,  declared  this  proceeding  was  a  mock¬ 
ery  ;  that  it  was  a  packed  Jury.  ■ 

The  Solicitor  General — ‘  My  Lord,  I  move  that 
the  defendant  be  committed.  The  Lord  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice — ‘  Be  it  so.  Let  the  officer  take  him  away, 
that  he  may  not  further  insult  the  Court  and  Jury.’ 
The  officer  then  proceeded  to  remove  the  defendant. 
The'  defendant — ‘Stop  !  I  am  not  going  without  my 
hat  either.’  Having  found  his  hat,  he  left  the  Court, 
apparently  wholly  unaffected  by  the  verdict. 

The  Glasgow  Chronicle  ■  says  :  ‘  On  Saturday 
se’nnight,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chalmers  was  unanimously 
I  elected  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  Uni- 
i  versity  of  St.  Andrew’s,  and  he  has  notified  to  the 
congregation  of  St.  John’s  bis  acceptance  of  the  of¬ 
fice.  Some  time  since,  he  received  1,500Z  from  a 
lady,  to  lay  out  in  any  w'ay  he  thought  proper.  Of 
tins  sum,  he  gave  500Z  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Burns,  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  erection  of  a  chapel ; 
500Z  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marshal ;  and  500  to  Mr.  Muir, 

I  for  the  same  laudable  purpose.  He  has  also  given 
I;  500/  out  of  his  own  pocket,  for  aiding  the  erection 
of  a  chapel  in  the  Parish  of  St.  John. 

I  * 

1  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
j  Church,  meets  in  Philadelphia  the  3d  Thursday  of 
I  the  present  month. 

I  The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
I  meets  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  on  the  first  Tues- 
I  day  of  August  next. 
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AGENTS  FOR  THE  E.  WITNESS. 

Vermont — Rev.  J.  Milligan,  Ryegate;Rev.  'Win.  SloanCjTop- 
sliam. 

\ew-York — Rev.  G.  M^Master,  Duanesburgh ;  Rev.  S.  M. 

Willson,  Galway  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Strain,  Albany:  Rev. 
31.  B.  Williams,  Koitright ;  Mr.  Win.  Stuart,  White- 
Lake;  Mr.  John  Weir,  Hudson ;  Rev.  Mr.  Gosinan. 
Kingston;  Isaac  Jennings,  Merch’t.  31ontgoniery ; 
3Ir.  John  Henry,  Mamakating*;  Mr.  Jacobus  Swart- 
wout,  Hopewell,  Dutchess;  Rev.  C.  D.  Westbrook, 
Fishkill;  Mr.  Andrew  Bowden,  New-York  ;  Wm. 
Sloan, Putnam;  Wm.  Williamson,  Caledonia. 
.Vew-Jersey — Mr.  Jas.  King,  Patterson. 

Pennsylvania — Samuel  Bell,  Merch’t.  Philadelphia;  3Ir.  Jolui 
Thomson,  Canecochi|;ue;  Robert  Brown,  3Ierch’t. 
Greensburgh;  Rev.  Wm.  Gibson,  Canonsburgli: 
Mr.  John  Willson,  Elizabethtown,  Alleghany  count}. 
.Maryland — Rev.  John  Gibson,  Baltimore. 

OWo— Rev.  Mr. M‘Kee,  Cincinnati;  Rev. Mr. Wallace,  Chil- 
icothe. 

pS.  Carolina — John  M‘Master,  Post-Master,  Winnsborough ;  D. 

M‘31illan,  Chester  District]  3Iajor  M‘Keown,  Beck- 
hamville. 

vV.  Carolina — Rev.  Isaac  Grier,  Mechlenburgh  ;  3Ir.  Thomac?. 
Grier,  Charlotte. 

fUinois — Rev.  Mn  Wylie,  Kaskaskias. 


